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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


By all appearances 


By David Crosson 


| blame all this on the IKEA cheese grater. Useful as it is, this brightly coloured kitchen 
gadget (a steal at only $4.95) was what drew me out to that blue-and-yellow Swedish 
hellhole aboard the LRT, which is Calgary's version of the Mr. Roger's Neighborhood train. 
While piging tn the rails to my retail quarry, | came across a transit ad promoting shops in the 
: downtown core. Front and centre on the poster was a photograph 
of a man’s bare back: sleek, very muscular and dramatically lit to show 
every sinew to perfection. The caption? “Those who claim it’s what’s 
underneath that counts are clearly lacking style”. 


Yikes! 


The ad is meant, to some degree, to be tongue-in-cheek—or 
perhaps tongue-all-over-back, if you believe that whole “sex sells” 
thing—but it still got my own (considerably less muscular) back up. 
First of all, as a promotion for retail outlets, it really is an endorsement for fashion, an 
extremely minor component of that elusive quality we call style—which, in its purest form, 
defies the whims of trend altogether. Second, in this instance, it really seemed like the last 
thing the body in question needed was a layer (or layers) of fabric covering it up—particu- 
larly if we are to put any stock in “carnal common sense”. What's most insidious about this 
concept, though, is the whole notion that, even once a “perfect” body has been “achieved”, 
there is still one final frontier left to be exploited: trendiness, made palatable in the guise of 
“style”. In terms of advertising and marketing (an industry based almost entirely on insecu- 
rity of some sort or other) the campaign is brilliant. And, | suspect, highly successful. 


Of course, in and of itself this advertisement is really quite harmless, but it did get me 
thinking about how now, more than ever before, physical appearance has been put ahead of 
all other qualities a human being can possess as a means of defining their worth. In fact, | 
venture to say that any other attributes have disappeared from the scorecard altogether 
now, at least based on what | observe around me on a daily basis. Is this unchecked cynicism 
on my part? Absolutely. Is it realistic, though? Quite, | think. 


Andy Warhol once commented in his book Andy Warhol: From A to B and Back Again, that a 
plain person “... can be a beauty if they have a few jokes in their pockets. And a lot of 
pockets.” Not being a total pessimist, | think nowadays this sentiment could still hold water, 
provided those pockets were in an Yves Saint Laurent suit, skimming the surface of a gym- 
toned body—oh, and don’t forget to keep one of them clear to hold that Vuitton wallet... In 
that equation, | suspect, any element of character and integrity would be inconsequential, at 
least when judged in the arena of contemporary social “value”. 


To see the extent to which things have regressed, one has only to flip on the television, a 
wasteland growing more vast with each passing season (television, not fashion, in this case). 
Ever see Extreme Makeover? It’s a real treat, especially if you're one of those who believes the 
apocalypse is nigh... In the episode | managed to sit through, the producers “rescued” a single 
mother who was working as a waitress in a greasy spoon diner. Did they spend tens of 
thousands of dollars on career upgrade training or perhaps roll the funds into a secure 
investment portfolio? No—they gave her a whacking great set of tits and a pair of cheek- 
bones broad enough to carry plates of food out to her tables on, and then sent her back to 
the diner looking not unlike a whore. As gestures go, it was... well, a gesture, but was she any 
further ahead of the game? Likely not, but | suspect at least her tips got better after so 
“miraculous” a renovation. 


The Fox (of course) “reality” series The Swan was an even more cruel and gruesome 
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spectacle, re-arranging the features on its “ugly duckling” participants like they were a crew 
of Miss Potato Heads and then subjecting them to a beauty pageant, no less, when all was 
said and done. 


Or how about the U.S. version of What Not To Wear, a creepy bastardization of the highly 
entertaining and more practical British original.? In this version, Squeaky Harpy Girl and 
Nelly Sweater Boy, usually with the assistance of the victim’s numbskull parents, a whiny 
sibling or boring co-workers, gang up on someone whose identity generally puts them 
somewhere outside of the mainstream. After completely destroying their subject’s confi- 
dence in the most junior high manner possible, “style experts” Stacy and Clinton then re- 
model their prey in their own image, usually so the person resembles a mannequin in one of 
the many retail shops the hosts favour. Inevitably, the one who has been made over confesses 
that they have “so much more confidence now’, if only for the fact that they have visually 
assimilated enough for the “popular kids” to stop picking on them. It is entertaining, in a gladi- 
atorial kind of way, but certainly no point of pride for modern civilization. In this brave new 
world of specialty channels, one can only wonder how long it'll take for the Car Crash 
Network to hit the airwaves. 


Given my attitude regarding these shows and others of their ilk, some people might get 
the impression that Queer Eye for the Straight Guy might also make the list. Unlike the What 
Not To Wear bullies, the Fab Five seem genuinely willing to help the person assigned to them, 
and clearly acknowledge the frivolity of their task. Even Carson Cressley, the shows acid- 
tongued fashionista, takes into account a person’s individuality when playing the retail card, 
and sallies forth accordingly. Besides, any show that can get straight men to clean their 
bathtubs regularly and shave in a manner that doesn’t make them candidates for the Show 
Me Your Wounds website (see Webutante, page 29) is doing a great service to the popula- 
tion at large. 


Which brings me to my next point. 


Ever since we lovers of “the love that dare not speak its name” stepped into the spotlight, 
gay culture has had a direct influence on the mainstream, although admittedly with mixed 
results. From strictly a fashion standpoint, from the mid-’80s through the mid-’90s we helped 
line the pockets of such companies as Levi Strauss and Co., Polo Ralph Lauren and Nike. 
From the mid-90s onward, Diesel, Prada, Gucci and Adidas became our figurative financial 
bitches, and now the noughts are shaping up to belong to Saint Laurent, Cavalli and G-Star. 


Generally speaking, as a subculture, we have always been notorious for our obsession with 
beauty and youth, a less-than-noble fixation that now seems to have permeated the 
mainstream. In short, much like the infamous Dr. Frankenstein, we have created a 
monster—although this one has its scars artfully hidden and wears a more skillfully tailored 
suit. Problem is, like the good doctor's green-hued pal, our creation appears not to have a 
brain—at least one capable of striking a reasonable balance between form and function. 


All is not lost, however, as | think we are not only capable of turning the tide, we have 
already begun to wade into it in order to get started. In his latest book Ultimate Gay Sex, 
respected author Michael Thomas Ford writes, “As a gay man, you have the right to explore who 
you are, wherever it might take you. Worrying about whether your interests and passions fit into 
someone elses idea of what you ‘should’ be like only limits your own development as a man and as 
a person... Ultimately what’s important is not what other people think were like but what we really 
are like. And the more we express ourselves as individuals, the more difficult it will become for 
anyone—gay or straight—to try to force us into any definition or category.’ Now word has it 
that, in Paris and Berlin, the physiques and looks of “real people” are becoming all the rage, 
and more and more Pride celebrations are seeing previously less visible groups (such as bears 
and the handicapped) venture further into the limelight—and in greater numbers than ever 
before, “idealized” standards of beauty be damned. Could this be the beginning of a 
(sub)cultural renaissance? One can hope. After all, if we want mainstream society to buy 
into the idea of including us as a valued part of their diverse ranks, we must also believe in 
the diversity of our own. And not just for the sake of appearances. ~” 


aiGay. Word! . 


Become a pick-up spot 


Carry Outlooks in 
your place of business 


It's absolutely FIRBE to you 


Drive lucrative gay 
traffic to your location 


Receive a free listing on 
the Outlooks website 


Se... re 


OUTLOEQKS August 2004 3 


LETTERS [>< 


An Open Letter To The Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo association, via Outlooks magazine: 


For many years now, my partner and | have wanted to attend the gay rodeo in Calgary, but 
reports of bad weather have always put us off making the trip (we're not campers!). This year, 
we decided to bite the bullet and make the trip, and we are so glad we did. Not only was the 
event first-rate in terms of organization and professionalism, it was also a helluva lot of fun! We 
met lots of great people from all over and were blown away by the sense of community we 
experienced there. We will definitely be back in 2005 and strongly encourage others who are 
interested but haven't taken the plunge to make their way to the rodeo next year. We would 
like to extend our thanks and congratulations to everyone involved with this terrific event. 

Pete ‘n’ Randy 

B.C. 

Dear Outlooks, 

I'd like to express my appreciation for the Focus spread featured in the July issue of Outlooks. 
It was really refreshing to see a gay photographer who doesn’t limit his vision to six-pack abs, 
chiseled faces or endless shots of genitalia. While those things are beautiful in their own right, 
| think excessive attention to them turns our eyes away from other beautiful and equally valid 
things in the world. Judson Young should be proud of himself for looking outside the realm of 
usual “gay” material and giving his subjects an equal sense of respect and validity. Kudos are 
also due to your magazine for providing this forum for artists to share their vision with others. 
| look forward to seeing more. 


J.Arssen 
Portland, OR 
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Living our lives as equals 


By John Coulbourn 


The dog days of summer are upon us, and what better time for a bit of intellec- 
tual potluck—so join me on a romp through a cluttered mind and we'll see what 
trips us up... Before we leave the last Federal election behind us—and before we 
get caught up in the next—a few observations: 


*It just may be that neither Paul Martin nor Jack Layton won the election in any 
sort of meaningful way, but there’s no doubt that Stephen Harper lost it. While 
Alberta’s blue-eyed boy may have picked up a few seats here and there, the truth of 
the matter is that, even with a right-wing vote that was no longer split, he still 
managed to lose a significant number of total votes in the last election, despite the 
fact that he was facing an electorate that was clearly mad as hell at the incumbents 
and would have loved to have voted them out. 


Not an impressive showing, no matter how you slice it... 


*While we're at it, spare me the whinging about the effect of Liberal attack ads 
on the Conservative campaign. Seems to me the Conservatives 
themselves—Harper’s arrogance, not to mention the sheer butt-ugly stupidity of 
Randy White—were far more spooky to rational Canadian voters than anything 
dreamed up by the election pitbulls at the headquarters of the Liberal Party. 
Further, all Harper had to do at any point in the blitz of attack ads was stand up and 
say “We will not send our soldiers to Iraq,” or “We will not invoke the ‘nothwith- 
standing’ clause,’ and suddenly, even the most hurtful of said attack ads would have 
been rendered toothless. Instead, his silence—a silence that said volumes, it might 
be added—was nothing short of deafening. 


*ls it just me, or is there something a little weird about all these people who have 
been screaming that in a democracy, majority rules—and that, if a majority of 
Canadians opposes same-sex marriage, it should be scrapped—are suddenly now 
screaming every bit as loud because the majority of Canadians did not embrace 
Harper and his gang of bully boys. Repeat after me, boys and girls: Democracy is 
rule by the majority, with suitable protections for the rights of the minority. 


Under a Liberal government, it seems to me, the only thing being denied most 
Conservatives across the nation is what they feel to be their God-given right to 
impose their beliefs on everybody else, which, of course, is no right at all. And 
before you even say it, unless the law compels everyone to marry someone of the 
same sex, the legalization of same-sex marriage does not impose anything on 
anybody. 

*And while we're on the subject of same-sex marriages, it seems that The Gay 
Divorcee may no longer be just a movie starring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. To 
the surprise of absolutely no one—but to the apparent glee of the smugger souls in 
the mainstream media—a lesbian couple in Toronto (heretofore known only as M.M. 
and J.H.) has sued for divorce, only to find that, while the nation’s matrimonial laws 
may be several different stripes of higgeldy-piggeldy, the divorce act of our nation is 
quite clear, stating as it does that a divorce can only end a union between one man 
and one woman, or words to that effect. 


In what may be the world’s most clear-cut case of catching a glimpse of the 
sunrise just before it sets, officials at the justice department have conceded that the 


legislation is, in fact, discriminatory and 
should be changed. To that end, interest- 
ingly enough, they have called on the 
courts to change it, and not on our august 
house of parliament which, it seems, is still 
in a dither over same-sex marriage. 


The one fly in the ointment is that they 
have suggested that, when the courts do 
get around to examining the divorce act (a 
process which begins September | 3, well 
before the Supreme Court is to provide a 
non-binding answer to Paul Martin’s 
questions on same-sex marriage), they 
should be open to presentations from 
those opposed to same-sex marriage and, 
in consequence, to same-sex divorce as 
well. 


To which one can only ask, to what end? 


Either Canada is a nation of equals or it 
is not. And now that we've decided that 
we are, if anyone is offended by the notion 
that their neighbours are suddenly their 
equals, let them carp about it in the 
privacy of their own home. 


And let the rest of us get on with living 
our lives as equals in the privacy of ours. 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan 
who lived for many years in Calgary. 
He now makes his home in Toronto, 
where he covers performing arts for 
the Toronto Sun. 
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Taking up the torch 


By Pat Johnson 


When Svend Robinson made his emotional and dramatic withdrawal from public life 
after admitting he “pocketed” an expensive piece of jewellery, he was accompanied by his 
partner Max Riveron and his colleague and friend Libby Davies, MP for the adjacent riding 
of Vancouver-East. Standing off to the side as the cameras rolled was Bill Siksay, 
Robinson’s left-hand man for eighteen years. In the days after Robinson's departure, 
Siksay stepped out of the sidelines and into the direct glare of national media-and popular 
opinion, taking his boss’s place as the NDP candidate for Burnaby-Douglas. In the June 
election, Siksay won the seat against strong Liberal and Conservative challengers. 


Taking over from Robinson would have been a tough job for anyone. A twenty-five- 
year veteran, the first out gay man in Parliament, an outspoken advocate and critic of a 
host of national and international issues, Robinson had a monumental impact in this 
country’s gay community and beyond. Once a challenger for the leadership of the NDP, 
Robinson had been unquestionably one of the most effective opposition MPs, turning 
what is often a ticket to oblivion into a lectern for human rights and social justice causes. 
Love him or loathe him (those seem to be the two options) Burnaby and Canada are 
unlikely ever to see his equal again. 


So for anyone to take his place would necessarily result in difficult comparisons. For 
Siksay, the close association with the iconic Robinson may present advantages and disad- 
vantages. After a quarter-century on the job, Robinson was the uncontested master of 
the sound bite, a passionate purveyor of socialist brimstone. After a month on the job, 
Siksay is staking his place as a soft-spoken, cerebral but no less passionate politician. 


Like Robinson, Siksay is an openly gay man. 


“| used to like to razz Svend a little that | was actually out on The Journal with Barbara 
Frum four years before he decided to come out,’ Siksay says. At the time, in the early 
1980s, Siksay was among a small group of pioneers seeking ordination in the United 
Church of Canada. Though he gave up his quest, his partner Brian Burke is now minister 
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of St. John’s United in Vancouver's West End, and Siksay ministers in a different realm. As 
“pastoral,” seeking 


constituency assistant for Robinson, Siksay admits his style was 
solutions to the various and sundry problems 
constituents face. It was in no small part due to 
Siksay’s work that Robinson had the reputation as a 
superb “constituency MP”. 


The Oshawa, Ontario, native (Siksay now sits in a 
caucus with Ed Broadbent, the first person he ever 
voted for) admits he is in a strange middle realm, 
having been on the periphery of Ottawa politics for 
so long and now being one of the lawmakers. 


“It has its strange moments,” he says. “It’s very 
exciting. All those years | worked with Svend and 
would often send him off to something and never 
really worry about what was going to happen.” 


Though his ascendancy may appear pre-ordained, 
Siksay insists he “sweated” the decision to run, 
though it’s not like he hadn’t ever considered the 
possibility. He ran against Hedy Fry in Vancouver- 
Centre in 1997 and lost. Burnaby-Douglas’ newest Member vs 

So is he just warming the seat until his Parliament, Bill Siksay 
boss wants it back? 


“I’m the Member of Parliament for Burnaby-Douglas,” Siksay declares. “I have no inten- 
tion of resigning to cause a by-election or anything like that ...My intention is to be the 
MP for as long as | can have the support and confidence of the people.” 


And Robinson’s future? 


“All | can say is Svend is going to be doing something exciting and interesting and 
something justice-seeking in his future,” says Siksay. “That’s what Svend is about and that’s 
the kind of work that he will end up doing. Where he does that work or what specific job 
he does | don’t know—and | don’t think Svend knows at this point.” 


Though his style seems destined to be different from the attention-grabbing Robinson, 
Siksay makes no effort to downplay the similarities between 
Robinson and himself on policy issues. “You certainly don’t ¢gntinued opposite 
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work for someone for eighteen years unless you're very 
caught up in the work they're doing and very supportive of 
the work they're doing,” he says. 


from previous 


Though Robinson was’a pioneer on gay rights, the issues facing Siksay are much 
different. “We are very lucky because there’s been incredible progress made in Canada 
over the past twenty, twenty-five years on gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender issues, but 
there are still things to be done,” he says. “The Human Rights Act does not protect 
people on the basis of gender identity and expression.” 


Human rights protections for transgendered people are an important front, he says, as 
are corresponding health issues, though Siksay acknowledges some of these are in the 
provincial realm. “In many jurisdictions across the country, sexual reassignment surgery 
has been delisted from covered [services]. We're going backwards. A lot of the other 
procedures—therapies and whatever—that are required after that kind of surgery are 
also not covered. That whole complex of issues is one we need to get working on.” 


Criminal justice issues, like the use of ancient “bawdy house” laws against the gay 
community in Calgary, Toronto and elsewhere, Siksay says, need to be modernized, and 
the government needs to respond to gay culture more respectfully. 


“The whole issue of Customs censorship is still front and centre, and still undecided 
and still works against queer literature and our understanding of our culture,’ he says. 
“This is something that has gone on way too long and has been way too expensive in so 
many ways. Criminal Code issues are still there, too. The bawdy house laws are still used 
to target our institutions, especially in the gay community, and | think there should be a 
review of that.” 


But with Canadian gays and lesbians among the most secure in the world, Siksay 
suggests there may be an increased role for human rights activism at the international 
level. 


“We do have something to say to the rest of the world on those issues and we 
probably haven’t taken much initiative on that,” he says. “Svend was often involved when 
he was [NDP] foreign affairs critic in international gatherings. He often raised issues 
around sexual orientation issues and human rights in many different forums over the 
years and with some significant impact, with certainly some significant state discussion, 
which | think changed many attitudes or at least opened people to the discussion.” 


Though Siksay, forty-nine, plans to be a forceful voice for marriage equality in 
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Parliament, he and his partner of twenty-four years have not yet tied the knot. “We 
haven’t done it yet,’ he explains. “We haven’t chosen absolutely not to. For us, having 
been together that long and not having had the option for most of that period, it seems 
a little like we’ve made our commitment, we have our understanding of what that means. - 
| sometimes say that, until this option is available to every gay and lesbian couple in 
Canada, I’m going to still work to see that change made.” 


Siksay clarifies that he sees his personal efforts for equal marriage as two-pronged, as 
a member of Parliament and as a member of the United Church of Canada. He says he 
will fight on both fronts to ensure that, no matter where one lives in Canada, marriage 
rights are guaranteed and one can expect a welcome from the local United Church 
congregation. W 


Pat Johnson is a communications consultant and a freelance writer for a variety of 
publications. 
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Not a dull proposition 


By Dale Smith 


Our nation’s capital is rarely considered in the same league as Toronto, Montréal or 
Vancouver when we think about gay hotspots in Canada. But look a little closer and you'll 
find a thriving gay community. Ottawa is a city where the GLBT community has the full 
support of its city council; where the mayor actually proclaims a Pride Week and raises 
the rainbow flag at city hall. So it should come as no real surprise, then, that a city which 
embraces all forms of diversity would stand solidly behind its GLBT citizens. In my case, 
it was a very pleasant surprise, especially since | recently pulled up roots in Calgary in 
order to relocate here with my boyfriend. This also provided an excellent opportunity 
to get to know my new city and share some of my experiences with Outlooks readers. 


We all know that Ottawa is full of history and, being the nation’s capital, it’s only natural 
to expect to find a lot of old buildings and parks full of bronze statues, as well as a lot of 
national museums, galleries and exhibitions. There is also a well-developed arts commu- 
nity in Ottawa, one which often intersects with the GLBT community, ensuring that this 
city is not only a political capital but a cultural one as well. As large, urban centres go, it 
is beautiful, well maintained and clean. If you're like me and don’t drive, then downtown 
Ottawa is a great place to explore, because everything is within walking distance, and its 
streets boast an abundance of character. 


Bank Street, particularly between Gloucester and James, is the heart of Ottawa’s gay 
community. While perhaps not so distinctive a gay “village” as the area around 
Vancouver’s Davie Street or Church Street in Toronto, it is still the largest concentration 
of gay businesses in the city. Pride flags hang in doorways and rainbow stickers adorn the 
windows, which helps to bolster the sense of community that the district’s residents 
strive to foster. 


When visiting Ottawa, if you’re looking for a great cup of coffee to fuel your “recon 
mission”, then be sure to check out Bridgehead Coffee on the corner of Bank and 
Gilmour (366 Bank). If you plan to settle in for a while and want some quality reading 
material, you may first want to head two doors down to After Stonewall (370 Bank), a 
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GLBT bookstore with the most comprehensive | 
collection of material this side of Vancouver’s vener- 
able Little Sisters. 
If you're in need of any Pride paraphernalia, you may 
also want to check out Wilde’s, located across the 
street at 376 Bank. 


In terms of accommodation, there are two main 
bed & breakfasts in the downtown area which cater to 
GLBT guests. The Inn on Somerset (282 Somerset 
West) is situated a mere block-and-a-half from the 
Bank Street district and has rooms from CDN$75 to 
$130, plus tax. The other establishment, Ambiance 
(330 Nepean), is a few blocks away in the other 
direction, and their rates run from CDN$75 single 
occupancy for their smallest room, to $110 double 
occupancy for their largest room. The proprietors 
are also very accommodating when it comes to 
special considerations for their guests, such as food 
allergies-especially, if they are given advance notice. 
When my boyfriend and his mother (both of whom have 
wheat allergies) stayed there, the owners went out of 
their way to prepare a menu that suited their needs. 


Stay gay: ty two of Ottawa’s GLBT- 
friendly B&Bs, the Inn on Somerset 
(above) and Ambiance 


Someone once told me that nightlife in Ottawa was 
pretty quiet—but this is no longer the case, apparently. juees 
When it comes to nightlife, this city has a place to go F 
nearly every night of the week and many of the clubs 
often feature theme nights, which add more variety to 
an evening's activities. One of the best things about 
Ottawa bars and clubs (in my humble opinion) is that 
they’re non-smoking, so you can go out for an evening & 
and not have to consider buying shares in Fabreeze in 
order to keep the smell of smoke from making you sick when you get Grea if the 
outfit you wore is buried in your laundry basket! 


We started our weekend off early, and hit the Lookout Bar 


(41 York) first on a Thursday night. Located in the Byward continued opposite 


Farewell Our 
Dear Friend... 


Safe journey - did you | 
remember your bingo dativer? 


Metro Boyztown & The Rek{ Roo 


Market on the far side of the Rideau Canal, the Lookout is the 
least central of the bars, about a fifteen-minute walk from the 
Bank Street district. Thursday nights are the “Thirsty Boy Thursday Men’s Social Night”, 
and | have to say that | was most impressed with the evening. Though the Lookout is a 
smallish space, it filled up quickly and by || p.m. there was a line-up in the stairwell to get 
in. With no cover and reasonable drink prices this bar was already great, but the best part 
of all was the DJ playing good music, a selection that didn’t include a single hip-hop song. 
Fantastic! They also had an impressive variety of beer on tap. More diverse still was the 
Lookout’s clientele, which covered a wide range of age groups, all mixing together happily. 
Before too long, without really TS < 
even realizing it, our nodding along 
to the beat turned into a great 
evening on the dance floor. The 
Lookout also hosts Karaoke 
Wednesdays, Girlz Night on 
Fridays and Disco Daze on 
Saturdays. 


from previous 


Friday evening, we hit Swizzles 
(246 Queen), as this is the night 
they host their “Martini Mania” 
from 3 p.m. until 7. Another pub- 
like bar, Swizzles offers quite a wide 
range of theme nights, with go-go 
boys on Wednesdays and Saturdays, Karaoke on 
Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, and 


Village view: Ottawa's burgeoning 
Bank Street district 
Nite 


Variety on 


Thursdays. 
We were just there for the martinis, though, and | have to say that | was a little disap- 
pointed. The bar is located in a basement, with a fairly narrow downward staircase that 
would very quickly become crowded if a small group went out to smoke. The seating is 
okay, but the lack of windows gives it a bit of a claustrophobic feeling overall. And though 
their martini list had a few new items on it that were tasty, | found them to be overpriced 
for their size. 


On Saturday afternoon, we hit the Centretown Pub (340 Somerset West), which 
features large patios in the front and back, both of which are packed on hot summer days. 
Inside, the pub is quite spacious and features a pool table. The staff is friendly, and the 
patrons lively, though perhaps skewed to a slightly older age group than the crowd at the 
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Lookout. Upstairs from the pub is the Cell Block, devoted to leather and denim, which 
opens from Thursday to Sunday each week. Cell Block hosts nights dedicated to leather, 
line dancing and dance music. 


Saturday night, we decided to check out Icon (366 Lisgar). Though it took us a couple 
of attempts to find the place (it’s not very well marked), | am pleased to say that it did not 
disappoint. Every other day of the week, Icon features a main floor lounge and a 
downstairs show bar with drag shows on Wednesdays and Sundays. Saturdays, however, 
the show bar closes and upstairs (yes, that’s three levels) there is a fantastic dancefloor 
which, like the Lookout, has no cover charge. The place was packed, with upstairs prima- 
rily dominated by the younger club set and the main floor lounge filled with a diverse mix 
of club-goers of various ages. There was a great energy in the air, and we were lucky 
enough to find a spot on the dance floor near the air conditioning—which was a huge 
relief, as a packed dance floor generates more heat than a small nuclear reactor! 


Also a decent destination on Saturdays is Buzz Restaurant and Bar (345 Bank), which 
features a Saturday D] Lounge Night. The décor is very urban and contemporary, making 
it quite a cool place to hang out, despite it not being a strictly gay space. Buzz also 
features an excellent martini menu, a selection that was not only delicious, but priced the 
way martinis should be. As we sipped, the D] played something akin to chilled house, the 
perfect complement to Buzz’s relaxing atmosphere. This place is very cool and | will 
definitely be back. 


Another local watering hole of note is the VIP Lounge, also known as the Village Inn 
Pub (313 Bank). It’s often described as a°quiet pub and they advertise that conversation 
is the special of the day. It certainly is a quiet spot to chat, although we found that the 
conversation was mainly between the locals. In short, the VIP is a nice enough place, but 
just not our cup of tea. 


Despite its unwarranted reputation, Ottawa’s scene is quite vibrant, especially for 
someone who, like me, comes from a place like Calgary. With lots of history to see in 
the daytime and an active nightlife, a visit to Ottawa need not be boring or give one the 
feeling that a “government town” is really as dull as it sounds. W 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer now living in Ottawa. His work has previously appeared 
in XY Magazine, and Outlooks' RSVP competition. 
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OUTPOST CALGARY 


Living the debate 


By Sheldon Cooke 


Imagine this: you and a same-sex partner trading lives with a straight couple that is 
against the idea of you being wed. That is what Calgary-based joeMedia Group is 
proposing in their soon-to-be-filmed documentary: X-Change: Marriage Go Round, a 
look at the gay marriage controversy from a completely new perspective. 


The premise is to take a gay couple with aspirations of matrimony and a straight 
couple against gay marriage, then have them literally trade lives—live in their homes, 
get to know their friends and family, truly live in each other’s shoes. Marriage Go 
Round isn’t about “reality television”, says joeMedia producer Brent Kawchuck, it’s 
more about “a very interactive debate; one that isn’t left to the spin artists.” 


And with good reason—this documentary has been commissioned for the fall 
season of CBC Newsworld’s Rough Cuts, and is slated to air at approximately the time 
the Supreme Court of Canada will be dealing with the touchy subject. This isn’t a 
reality TV show, like Big Brother or Survivor, there’s no car or million dollar prize at 
the end of the film; the directors don’t expect there to be a “winner”, nor do they 
wish to portray a bias on either side. 


Sue Hutch, also involved with the X-Change project, wants to see the entire project 
free of propaganda, both for and against gay marriage. “Journalistically, | want to 
display both sides of the issue,” she says. As someone who is in support of same-sex 
marriage herself, she admits it’s not easy to showcase the anti-gay marriage side 
equally, but as a journalist, she feels it’s very important to be fair. 


This isn’t joeMedia’s first venture into making documentaries, nor is it their first 
“trading lives” premise. Rough Cuts also aired the original X-Change, shot during the 
Quebec separation referendum. In that project, a self-described western redneck and 
a Quebec sovereignist traded places in an effort to understand each other’s point of 
view. Both were changed by the experience, and for the better. In this next edition, 
joeMedia—and ultimately Canadian viewers—will get to see if two couples, one gay 
and one straight, can swap lives and learn to see each other’s point of view. 


Like Kawchuck, Hutch sees the project as a “living debate”, and it will be recorded 
by a camera crew, with monologues being done in private in front of a camcorder. 
But this can’t be just any couple, the organizers stress, as there needs to be a willing- 
ness on both sides to hear the opposing argument. The ‘cast’ will be two couples that 
are outspoken and unafraid to share their point of view, but also not afraid to 
challenge their own convictions in the process. They are looking for intelligent 
individuals, with well thought-out opinions. 


“Each of these people needs to be passionate about this issue; they have to have 
smart opinions and values they hold very closely,’ says Kawchuk. “They have to be 
active in what they believe. Simply agreeing or disagreeing with same-sex marriage is 
not enough. They need to be living with this issue every day.” 


And live with the issue they shall. X-Change will not provide a“‘passive” experience 
for the swapped couples. Armed with both a camera crew and their own personal 
camcorders, those involved will be actively dealing with their new situations and 
confronting their own beliefs. 


Both couples will be given a range of assignments to complete during the swap, 
challenges that confront the issue of gay marriage up front. The straight couple will 
be required to attend a large, gay-oriented event (such as a Pride Parade) and partic- 
ipate instead of being passive, bystanders (such as riding on a float). They will also 
attend a gay-friendly church, conduct an interview with queer media, and meet with 
politicians who support gay marriage. They will visit gay establishments (which could 
include a restaurant or a nightclub), meet the gay couple’s family for dinner, and 
possibly even attend a same-sex marriage ceremony. 


The gay couple will be put through similar paces, with a meet-and-greet with the 
straight couple's family and church congregation, an interview with right wing media 
and attendance at a straight wedding. They will also discuss same-sex marriage with 
political opponents to the issue and will likely attend the straight couple’s church-and 
a religious conference. : 


Recorded by a camera crew that will shadow their “public” steps, these assign- 
ments will serve to challenge beliefs on each side. Neither couple will be expected 
to have an easier time than the other during these assignments; in fact, they appear 
to be designed so that the subject of same-sex marriage is in the forefront of each 
task. By placing them in each other’s shoes, both couples will be, essentially, in an 
alien world, attempting to balance their own beliefs with those they are subjected to. 


Both Hutch and Kawchuk say that the search for couples to appear in X-Change has 
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proven to be a challenging task for them, especially since in order to participate, the 
couples both have to be active in the same-sex marriage debate, either for or against. 
Couples who wish to take part in the project have to be informed and be able to 
discuss the topic intelligently (“just because” isn’t a sufficient explanation). In fact, 
the trivialization of the issue on both sides displeases Kawchuk, who considers 
himself a neutral collector in this debate. 


Over the ten-day exchange, there will also be face-to-face discussions between the 
two couples, and with the producers. In this forum, Kawchuk feels that, between the 
assignments and the discussions, the story will become the “living debate” Sue Hutch 
is seeking. Issues raised by these encounters will also continue in the private video 
diary entries of each participant. 


“[It] stops becoming about the issues, and starts becoming about the characters,” 
says Kawchuk, “[We want] to do a real story about real lives, not a manufactured 
story with manufactured reports.” 


In being more “character” focused, both producers hope that the audience will 
identify with the participants, regardless of which side of the debate they are on. This 
will definitely put a human face to the issue, and hopefully will cause both sides to 
step back and take another look at their beliefs. 


Another crucial aspect in the making of this documentary is, instead of putting the 
subject of same-sex marriage on a political or religious stage, the filmmakers are 
taking the issue and putting in the hands of those who deal with it every day. The 
couples chosen to participate will not be high-profile members of society; rather, 
“average” Canadians—those who feel passionately about the issue but work from a 
grassroots level. 


Regardless of what the Supreme Court or federal government decides, this issue 
is perhaps one of the most divisive and difficult in Canadian history to date. The 
debate continues to run rampant in our media, our culture and our own lives, and by 
engaging the subject in such a unique manner, it becomes about the people, not the 
issue itself. 


Clearly, the outcome of the documentary is not set in stone. There may be several 
outcomes because the number of variables introduced by the couples’ set activities 
and on-camera discussions. The couples may find themselves challenging their own 
opinions and finding empathy with those they encounter. They may change their own 
minds and the minds of those they meet. Or their fundamental beliefs may remain 
the same. Marriage X-Change will not seek to solve the problems that the same-sex 
marriage debate has created, but it will put a human face to it and allow the topic to 
be played out in a series of unique, engaging events that will serve to reinforce and 
challenge both sides of the debate. W 


Sheldon Cooke was a geek long before anyone ever heard of “dotcom”. He is rapidly 
approaching thirty, lives in Calgary and can be found online at www.homotextual.org 
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Building the ARC 


By Randall Perry 


To use a well-worn cliché: time flies. Prince Edward Island’s Abegweit Rainbow 
Collective—or ARC, as it is known—is almost five years old, and that’s a major accom- 
There is no gay bar or sauna, 


plishment in a province with no established “gay scene.” 
no community centre, and the province’s Human 
Rights Act has only recently been updated to include 
sexual orientation as a prohibited ground for 
discrimination. ARC’s roots lie in the many individual 
and collective efforts over past twenty-plus years, but 
the core group extends back to late 1997, when the 
Island government's Standing Committee on Social 
Development began hearings on a number of 
pressing social issues. A small group of queer 
activists decided to take the opportunity to press for 
change in the province’s human rights legislation. This 
challenge had been taken up unsuccessfully 
a decade earlier, and the second attempt by the 
newly-formed “Gay and Lesbian Coalition, P.E.I.” was re 


a successful one. Nola Euan, Suadie fae co-chair 


After the change to the Island’s Human Rights of PE.I’s Abegweit Rainbow Coalition 
Act in May, 1998, the members of the Coalition 


realized that the province’s queer community needed a focal point for support, educa- 
tion and social interaction. It would be another year and more, though, before the 
group would reconvene in a Charlottetown pub in August and September, 1999, for the 
first of a series of informal planning meetings which would eventually lead to the 
creation of the ARC, the Island’s longest-running organization for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgendered and two-spirited individuals. 


Nola Etkin remembers those initial meetings well. A member of the earlier coalition 
and the founding female co-chair of ARC, Etkin now co-chairs P.E.I’s Pride committee, 
which recently celebrated its fifth year with a week-long celebration of community. 
“We had a few meetings at the AIDS P.E.I. office,” she recalls. “We had the name picked 
out, the phone line in operation, the first dance at Hallowe’en, and then the inaugural 
meeting in December. At that meeting, we elected the first executive. As | recall, almost 
all who attended that meeting became members of the executive.” 


ARC officially came into existence on December 2, 1999. 


The name, “Abegweit Rainbow Collective,” was not the first choice for a moniker. 
Among the more creative was the Greek symbol, lambda, read in this instance as “The 
Group Formerly Known as the Gay and Lesbian Coalition.” Early members felt that 
each word in the title should reflect something about the group itself or about the 
people it represented. “Abegweit” is a Mi’>kmaq word meaning “cradled on the waves,” 
and has long been readily recognizable as a reference to the province; “Rainbow” is the 
internationally accepted symbol for GLBT pride; and “Collective” is, of course, one of 
the many friendly terms for people working together toward common goals. 


A great deal was accomplished in ARC's first year and these activities set the mark 
by which the group would measure its ongoing success. In the first year alone, ARC set 
up a phone line for information and advocacy, held monthly drop-ins at locations in 
both Charlottetown and Summerside, published four issues of the ARC Quarterly, held 
monthly community dances and participated as a team in the AIDS Walk. Through a 
strategic partnership with AIDS P.E.I., ARC spearheaded a workshop on homophobia 
and crime prevention and developed a youth project which eventually gave rise to a 
new group, GLBT Youth of Prince Edward Island. As well, the Island’s first week-long 
Pride celebration was held in the summer of 2000. A number of related groups, 
including the Island’s chapter of PFLAG and the University of P.E.l. Rainbow Alliance, 
have also been formed, inspired by the existence and pioneering work of ARC and its 
members. 


As with all volunteer-driven groups, ARC was not immune to the inevitable issues of 
burnout and stress of trying to be all things to all people. Since the Island has a 
relatively small gay population, there is a tendency for a small core group of people to 
channel a limited amount of energy. And, as with all communities, there is a natural ebb 
and flow of that volunteer energy. Over the past year, ARC has experienced a bit of a 
downturn in its volunteer base, as people who have been involved for many years step 
back and aside to encourage new participation. As a result, the ARC Quarterly 
newsmagazine suspended publication, the regularly scheduled drop-ins have become 
less frequent and the phone line does not ring as much anymore. Nola Etkin is confi- 
dent, though, that with a new executive and the energy always left over after a 


successful Pride celebration, ARC is resurging. “The same people were doing all the 
jobs all the time,” she remarks. “Pride this year seemed to have more of a sense of 
excitement and positive energy. A number of people have already said they want to get 
involved. Things always fly high after Pride—it’s just maintaining that energy year 
‘round.” 


- Growing pains, perhaps? “It seems like the original vision and energy has not always 
been there,” Etkin admits. “At times it has been a struggle to maintain.” 


As the organization prepares to move into its sixth year, indications are that new 
challenges are ready to be met and old priorities may be resurrected. “Some very good 
people came on board during the last year and | think, if those people keep with it, they 
will have the leadership and the vision to make a difference,” says Etkin of the current 
board of directors. 


Plans are in the works to move Pride to a more professionally driven, widely-based 
event. This year’s Pride Week was the most successful yet, and Etkin notes that ARC 
will be in a financial position to finally do some of the things that have been on the list 
for the past two years. In addition, more work is planned with the youth committee, 
which is planning a significant presence at the annual P.E.|. Teachers’ Convention this fall 
and has a number of plans for events for the coming year. 


According to Etkin, her own pet project for ARC is to put together a committee to 
resurrect the suspended ARC Quarterly. “It was an important outlet for our voice,” she 
says. “My personal goal would be to make it self-sustaining within two years—let’s be 
conservative!” 


When asked about a long-term goal, she adds confidently, “] would like to see a 
community centre by then; the establishment of a permanent GLBT ‘home’ of some 
sort.” 


With the foundation laid over the past five years, the challenge will be in sustaining 
and building on that groundwork, over the next half-decade and beyond. W 


Randall Perry spent nearly two decades in Charlottetown and is the founding male co- 
chair of ARC. He now lives in Halifax. 
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Pioneering Happenings Is 
No Longer Happening 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


Back in the “bad old days”, when gays and lesbians had to skulk about and keep their 
lips buttoned about their orientation, a few courageous people began to demand 
better. In fact, they began to demand a more open meeting place, a private members’ 
club with a liquor licence, rather than having to surreptitiously creep into socials held 
in church halls and dingy basements. Fundraisers were held and eventually enough was 
collected to buy a building and open a club strictly for gays and lesbians. It was named 
Happenings and it has a claim to being one of North America’s oldest community- 
owned, non-profit GLBT clubs, having survived for over three decades. 


All that ended on June 30, when Happenings finally closed its doors for good, a 
victim of changing times and, some would say, less-than-stellar management. It’s been 
known for a long time that the club wasn’t paying its way and was anxious to sell the 
building it owns at 274 Sherbrook Street. Debts were mounting, including soaring 
insurance costs. Gio’s, once a rent-paying tenant of the building owned by Happenings, 
moved to new premises downtown a couple of years ago. 


Ms. Purdy’s, a lesbian club, has also gone, another victim of too much red ink. 
Lesbians had been holding events at Happenings and they also take the first Saturday 
of the month at Gio’s, since they have no home of their own. 


Gio’s, the only remaining non-profit, community-owned club for gays and lesbians, 
also hit hard times late last year and was swimming in red ink. At the time, then Gio’s 
president Gordon McDiarmid suggested to the Happenings board that the two clubs 
combine their resources and memberships to try and make a go of things. That offer 
was declined. Happenings struggled on, but the writing was on the wall. Gio’s turned 
the financial corner by slashing costs, bringing in new programs and trying to win back 
members who had been alienated by an excess of drag shows and a generally poor 
board attitude to customer complaints. Gio’s is now back in the black, though its 
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customer loyalty is still far from solidified. 


Other negative factors on the bar scene included a citywide smoking ban in bars, 
though Gio’s still managed to attract some smokers because it has a patio area where 
smoking is allowed. Happenings undoubtedly lost business from smokers, but board 
member and lawyer Mike Law lays the blame for the club’s closing largely at the door 
of Club Desire, a privately (and heterosexually) owned new club that opened late last 
year. 


With swankier premises, Desire quickly attracted the young crowd when it opened 
late last year. “There’s a new kid on the block and Happenings is the old lady,” says 
Law. “I believe Happenings could still have survived had it not been for the opening of 
Club Desire.” 


Law says Happenings had certainly faced financial challenges, but was basically 
treading water and holding its own until the new privately owned club opened last 
year. ° 


“They targeted our market and basically they got it,” he adds. 


Government edicts have certainly not helped the bar. Apart from the city smoking 
ban, the provincial government also put an end to the sale of ultra-cheap drinks. In 
the past, Happenings sold draft beer on Mondays at a dollar a glass and made at least 
a thousand dollars a night. When new rules forced it to raise the price to $2.50, 
takings dropped below a hundred dollars a night. 


Critics say the management of Happenings has sometimes been less than ideal. One 
example was a manager who had a sophisticated $50,000 cash register system 
installed, even though its capacity and 
cost were way beyond the needs or 
means of the club. The system was 
eventually paid off, but many considered 
it a squandering of money. 


Happenings members are being 
offered free memberships in Gio’s to 
the end of the current year and Gio’s 
board member Gordon McDiarmid says 
his club will try to fill the gap and pick 


up some of the Happenings programs. Two of Happenings original board 

The Happenings building, located at members, Jim Threadkill (left) and 
274 Sherbrook Street, is still listed for sale but at Dodi Bennett 
writing time there had been no definite offers, 


merely informal inquiries. 


The closing session at the club on June 30 was packed, with drinks offered at lower 
than usual prices. It was billed as “Goodbye and drink the bar dry” night and a promo- 
tional letter called the event a “last chance to say goodbye”. 


One of those saying goodbye was Jim Threadkill, who had also been in attendance 
when the club first opened. He had been actively involved in fundraising for the club 
in the days when the GLBT crowd met in a disused Jewish synagogue and held socials 
in church halls, getting liquor licenses for their fundraising by claiming to be running a 
wedding social. 


“It’s very sad to see it go but | hadn’t attended for some time,” says Threadkill. “The 
music was just too loud for me and all the people were very young.” 


His main concern is that, if any funds are left once the building is sold and debts 
repaid, they should be donated to a GLBT charitable group, as called for in the club’s 
original charter and bylaws. He also thinks it’s sad that so many young people have no 
idea of the hard battles fought to get a private GLBT club going in the first place. 


“They take too much for granted, but back then it was a major achievement,” he 
stresses. 


John Rayner, who now lives in Puerto Vallarta, was also one of the pioneers who 
helped get the club going, and his name was on the charter application. He told 
Outlooks that the first application for a charter was turned down by the government, 
following some negative media interest. “Our lawyer advised us to change the name 
to Mutual Friendship Society and on the second application we got the charter,” he 
recalls. “We had a lot of young activists back then helping us raise money. We held 
about a dozen socials a year to get the funds, and our first location was on Manitoba 
Avenue in an old synagogue.” 


He says there was a lot of police interest in the new club and he was twice inter- 
viewed by the vice squad when they were applying for a license. “We had just $3,000 
in the bank when we opened and it was a real community effort to open the club and 
keep it going,” he says. “It’s very sad to see it all gone.” W 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as well as broad- 
casting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. 


HAPPENINGS FAREWELL 
PARTY 
HAPPENINGS 


Fond Farewell 


a 


Among the club’s 
well-wishers were 
Mr. and Ms 
Happenings 
titleholders, past 
and present. 


Happenings Was Happening! 
The farewell was fond and frenzied at one of North America’s longest- 
running gay bars, as evidenced by this crush of party people. 


CORONATION BALL 2004 
MASONIC MEMORIAL TEMPLE 


ey ‘ A Little Grrrroup 
ae eee ( Action 

e Biggest Stick? ‘Lloyd, Shane and 
Robert, three bears 
from Houston, didn’t 
have their minds on 


Who Has Th 


Flagbearers signal the beginning of the Coronation Bail as the 
national anthems are sung. 


And They anyone named 
Didn’t Even Goldilocks at all! 
Frisk Me, 

Dammit! 


Shanda Leer, of 
Las Vegas, was 

lucky enough to 
make it across 
the border in 

one piece—we 
think! 


Bling For Days... 

Empress XVII of Toronto, Candice; Empress X 
of Hamilton, Tera Blake-Daniels; Emperor XVII 
of Toronto, Tom Ivison, and Empress XIV of 
Buffalo, Cybil, get their backs to the wall. 


Victory SAuncH 
CLUB 200 


Is It Over Yet? 
Emperor X of Hamilton belts back a bit of bubbly 
to help him make it through to the “finish line”. 


Her Grace, The Empress 
Newly crowned Sabrina Seville 


shows ‘em how it’s really done Planning an event in Winnipeg? 
hy i the Vi ontact Brent at i 
rat ie hier (204) 789-9215 and he'll see about 
Brunch. covering it in Out & About. 
All photos by Brent Y. 


Fe 


Roast. 


We Are Amused 

Sabrina Seville is crowned 
Empress of Winnipeg and All 
of Manitoba. 


THIS FEATURE 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


interactive 
male 


IN WINNIPEG 
204-480-0100 


“Leave Me 
Alone... ?’'m 
Looking For 
Sponsorship 
From Veet!” 
Clitoris Leechman 
was the evening's 
winner with her 
rendition of the 
song Tits and Ass. 


Out OF Town SHow 


STATE DINNER & [IMPERIAL 
Awarpos GALA 
CLUB 200 


And Then Tony’s 
Visa Was 
Declined... 
Outgoing Empress 
IV Stephanie and 
Emperor IV Tony 
share a few laughs 
during the Royal 


CLUB 200 
ps 
oS 
Now Hold It ~ 
Right There, ‘s 
Pard’ner — 
Lending a bit of ome 


country flavour 
to the evening’s 
atmosphere 


In TOWN SHOW 
Gio’s 


FS 


' \a4 
Tallulah, Trollop & Lollipop? 


Those gurls! Sydney Windsor- 
Brookes and Tempest are all 


¥ 


Off-colour Antics? 
Court Jester Ultima, Joan Costalotsa, 
makes a characteristically colourful Rpecineec Gnd eu. 
splash to welcome Coronation visitors. 


TOUGH MORAG 
Gio's 


It Doesn’t Get Any Tougher Than This! 
Cocktalia and Gloria Booths are beyond 
glamourous—and recognition—at Coronation 
Week’s final event. 
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SL 


There will be a changeable breeze cooling every square inch of hot and heavy 
August—four planets in Virgo and three more in the other three mutable signs will encourage 
your mind, actions and hands to roam free. Will you get caught probing the cookie jar? We 
can only hope so! 


ARIES (MARCH 21 — APRIL 20) 


Gay Rams will mark the advent of August with the knowledge that, if they put in the sweat, 
they will reap the equity. Oh goody: a month of hard work, thanks to a bunch of planets in 
tireless Virgo! This may not be the way you envisioned roasting the shank of your summer, 
but it can set the course for a very profitable, successful and easy autumn. Tote that barge 
now, babe, and ride the train later... 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 —- MAY 21) 


Love-struck queer Bulls will find themselves howling at the harvest moon—whoo-hoo! 
The lusty planets will mix up a potent combination of romance, intrigue and several pas de 
deux and you'll dance through the month in a happy, delirious fog. But be sure that you do 
not stub your toe on the cruel harsh light of reality... VWho is that drinking from your 
morning coffee cup? Aaaargh! 


YOU NEED AN 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


You will have quite an active August, gay Twin, as a cluster of Virgo planets settles 
comfortably in your backyard and invites the immediate world to your door. Haul out the 
party mix, grab a keg and buy extra groceries. Long unresolved family issues will come to the 
fore and can be solved—or at least settled—for the time being. Remember, don’t compro- 
mise on what is most important to you. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


The true measure of a person is how they behave under intense pressure. Will you 
measure up? Like a ruler, pink Crab! Just be as cool as a cucumber and twice as long all 
through August. Remember, if folks don’t hear you the first three times, don’t say it louder, 
say it slower. Eventually the world will catch up to you and all of your great ideas. Eventually... 


LEO (JULY 24 -AUGUST 23) 


|co URTNEY SEBREE 
AARBO 
Barristers & Solicitors 
1138 Kensington Road NW, 
Calgary, Alberta 


ese 571-5120 
Proud sponsors of ARGRA, | Te ee 
GLCSA, Calgary Men’s Chorus and Apollo. qasese 


Proud Lions might max out their gold cards when the August spend-fest gets underway 
and every little trinket that you have ogled over the past months will become a “must-have” 
at any price. Anyone we know?! There is a slight (very slight) chance that you can use this 
fiscally interesting time to get finances under control and plan for the future. | wouldn’t bet 
on it, though. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


There will be a cluster of planets in your sign all through August, and this could make you 
a social force with which to be reckoned. Queer Virgins cannot simply fade into the 
background and view events from afar, as much as they would like to do so. People will seek 
you out and push you into centre stage, so dominate the action and make all the decisions. 
Who knows, you may just like it... 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 —- OCTOBER 23) 


Give as good as you get this August—proud Libras must step up and volunteer for a 
community effort. It is never too late to get off the fast track, reflect on the bigger picture 
and get on a path to creating good gay karmic energy. Of course, there is a little something 
in it for you, too, and any effort can have great ramifications for your future happiness. 
Apply the oil and start cooking, bud. 


Dwids Sei et a3 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 — NOVEMBER 22) 


Don’t even think of spending some quiet time alone this August, ’cause the planets will 
amass a friendly but persistent crowd. The Pride Parade will march right through your front 
door and carry you Out on a wave. Queer Scorps will have more social commitments than 
they can cram into their schedule. Be sure that you keep tabs on the who, what, when, where 
and how. Why? Because. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 —- DECEMBER 22) 


Do you envision yourself ensconced in some rarified corner office, cashing the big 
paycheques and bossing others around? Let your dreams catch fire, gay Archer, as this August 
will give you plenty of opportunity to turn your “What ifs?” into “Why nots?”. However, if 
you're simply going to dream on and not ply your trade, you might as well start enjoying the 
various perks of middle management. Are there any? 


LUBRICANT 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Pink Caps won't seem to be able to stay put this August. Blame the cluster of mutable 
planets for your restlessness and consider escaping to some vast, exotic and exciting locale 
to recharge your engine. There will be some lucky things in store for you in a lost corner of 
the world, so make your travel itinerary and check it twice. Travel with the naughty and send 
a postcard to the nice. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 —- FEBRUARY 19) 


Otherwise cool and collected Aqueerians will find that their August could become steamy 
hot to the boiling point. Before your stewpot boils over, take a cue from the earthy Virgo 
cluster of planets and be a bit more discerning in your choice of amours du jours. Love may 
sweep you off your feet in a “Wilde” frenzy, but who will be around to take out the trash? 
Any volunteers? 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


Relationships become much more important during August and all these planets in 
practical Virgo will encourage you to find someone who you can pamper and fuss over. You 
will have your choice of candidates but before you cast your vote, check out their track 
record—you don't want to toss your pearls before any old swine, do you Guppie? 


KS =f yO S 


(c) 2004 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes 
Only. Cruise www.TheStarryEye.com for prescient horoscopes and insightful articles. Madam is 
the author of the highly acclaimed HerScopes; A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians from Simon & 
Schuster. This book would have won the Pulitzer had the voting not been rigged. 
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framed 


Artist Statement: 


My paintings grow out of silence, serenity and harmony in nature. 
They are inspired by the radiance, light, darkness, drama and beauty 
from rain and clouds, from fog and mist. My paintings depict the 
grandeur of nature and the insignificance of man. Their moods evoke 
poetic, meditative, ethereal and spiritual enlightenment. 


Thép Thavonsouk was born in Vientiane, Laos. He is a graduate of St. Lawrence 
University in Canton, New York and the University of Lethbridge Alberta. He has 
studied under French, Taiwanese and Japanese masters. 

His paintings have been exhibited in Canada, the United States and Asia, 
including the Masters Gallery in Calgary, the Artfolio Gallery at the Raffles Hotel 
in Singapore and the Honolulu Academy of Contemporary Arts Museum. In 
addtion, his works are in public and corporate collections including those in Bay 
Isle Financial Corporation in San Francisco and the Brownlee LLP Barristers and 
Solicitors in Calgary. His work can be seen online at www.junerain.com 

Mr. Thavonsouk was a Fulbright Scholar. 


is proud to bring you this new showcase of artistic talent in Canada’s 
GLBT community. If you would like your work considered for this 
feature please submit samples to main@outlooks.ca 


PRINT | IDENTITY | WEB 


For more information, contact: 


ig 


ANDY STEPHENSON 
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August 2004 OurhL PQKs 


Who You Callin’ Baby?! 


8&D Emporium proprietress Christine, (baby) dolled “Who? 


up for a bit of hardcore rodeo action. 


Oo sho 


It just g 


giarr 


Priape-pared 
Kelly stands at the ready to help gear up 
those in need of extra accessories or some 


new rodeo gear. 


Hats Off—Er, On 


A crew of. 


white-and-blue style in Driftwood Hall. 


hy 


Grande (Marshall) Dames 


Rodeo Grand Marshalls Irish Veinott (far 


left) and Charlotte Peffers (far right) 
pose with their buckles and a pair of 
rodeo representitives. 


All Around - CRIR 2004 Break-Away Roping 
Women: Ty T. (CGRA) 
Men: Rob D. (ARGRA) 


Canadian All Aound W 
Women: Lori A. (Argra) 
Men: Rob D. (Argra) 


Bareback Bronce Bull Riding 
no winners for 2004 No winners for 20( A . id C: 
Men: f : tA 
Barrel Racing Chute 
Women: Lana C. (ARGRA) Pole Bending Women: ) 
Men: Rob D. (Arera) Women: Lana C. (ARGRA) Men: Br 
Men: Troy B. (ARGRA) 


PRIAPE [TMT ourneqn 
i PUMPIACK 
Yiteooon UB] AYA asco Gah 
perenne she 
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OUTSIDE THE 80OX 


Cruiseline- 


August 2004 


ue 


Your "Family" Corner Store and Ice Cream Parlour : 
Fin Bridgeland - 1104 1st Ave. NE Calgary 403-269-2381. 


OuTMEQKS 


= = 

Here to Service You. Your Needs, Your Lifestyle 
You would like a travel agent that will answer your call 
happily, that will take the time to hear what you want to do 
on your vacation, that will provide you with the best 
possible prices, for your customized trip that you’ve always 
dreamed of, Is this what you want? This ts what I offer: 

« RS cations * Cruises & Cruisetours 

» Land Packages * Group Tours 
Lifestyle is a choice and so is your vacation. I will help find 
what it Is that you 


Ah 


ep 


ing 
S 


Bookkee 
Service 


Looking fora 
freelance bookkeeper? 


lam experienced with 
Quickbooks for small 

businesses and 
entrepeneurs. Can be 
at your office or mine 
in Calgary. Pe hes heap pier nd acre 


Call (403) 228-5703 


Sick of the Bar Scene? 
Try SPEED DATING 


® fun, pressure-free way to meet 
eligible singles 


® private functions held in trendy, 
comfortable environments 


® if you don't find a match, your 
next event is FREE* 


A www.EightGreatDates.com 


| *See Website for Details 


SUITE HOTEL 
838 Hamitton Street (comer of Robson Street), Vancouver BC V6B GAZ 
Reservations: 1.800.661.8870 
www.rosedaleonrobson.com 


[ETHERIDGE 
TOYOTA 


Reid Hollander 


Product Advisor 


Specializing in New,and _ 
Toyota Certified Used Vehicles 


All Trades Welcome | 


Phone: 403-329-6888 

Fax: 403-328-5871 
Toll-Free:.1-866-700-6888 
Email: 
sales@lethbridgetoyota.com 


2001 3rd Avenue South > 
Lethbridge, Alberta T1J OL9 


"A nicehway of buying a car.” 


SEPTEMBER 19 . EAU CLAIRE PLAZA 
WALK . RUN . BIKE . ROLLER SKATE . DOG WALK . WHEELCHAIR 
ENTER A TEAM . GREAT PRIZES . AFTER PARTY 


\\ 
1a HAWORTH’ 


The 2004 Csigary AIDS Walk is a member of 
the Alberta and Canada AIDS Walk. 
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. Dear Freddy 


| recently had the pleasure of 
enjoying an evening of being 
rimmed. As a dog, I’m sure you 
understand and appreciate the 
pleasure of such a delightful 
evening. You know the joke: Why 
: does a dog lick his balls? Because he can! 
I’m looking for advice on two points. First, what are 
the health issues of rimming—is it safe? Secondly, are there 
organizations or clubs that promote this unique pleasure? | don’t know 
how many guys like to rim, but would like to meet some. 
Love To Be Licked 


Dear Love To Be Licked, 

Well, my darling, that was quite a letter. And you'll be happy to know that you are 
not alone: according to a very un-scientific Web survey | just conducted, many people 
are now hip to the pleasures you describe. (I should mention, however, that rimming 
seems to be the opposite of Christmas when it comes to the opinions of the masses, 
in that it is much better to receive than to give...) 

As far as actually connecting with those who share your interests, Love To, I’m afraid 
it is a bit of a“crapshoot”. In consulting my Big Book of Bottom Feeders, | was able to 
pinpoint a number of groups geared towards the rimming enthusiast, including The 
Bidet Society, Rimbo’s Platoon, The Brotherhood of the Dark Chamber, The 
Fundament-alists and The Cave-ins. I’m sad to report, however, that these are all 
based mainly in the U.S. and that even the distinctly Canadian groups (The Eh? Holes 
come to mind) are only active in the central and eastern provinces. You may want to 
sniff around the Internet a bit on your own in order to find others like you in this 
region (or, actually, that one). 

In terms of health concerns, a good number of physicians feel there are many, 
including the transmission of hepatitis and parasites (eeeeuuuuwww!). In his 2000 gay 
lifestyle book Men Like Us, author Daniel Wolfe explored this topic specifically from a 
health perspective and cautioned that many of the doctors he surveyed felt that 
there’s no such thing as “clean enough” when it comes to rimming. (Apparently 
parasite eggs are far too small to be removed through any manner of cleaning short 
of sandblasting.) Wolfe and STD experts joint recommendation was that a protective 
barrier—cling film, a dental dam or a condom split lengthwise—with a little bit of 
lubricant applied to the “receiver’s side”, was the safest way to go. 
| guess my advice is to proceed with caution, do your best to limit this to more “long- 
term” partners and... ummm, carry plenty of breath mints! 

Hugs, no kisses... 

Fred 


PS. Despite appearances to the contrary, | do not self-rim—those are my balls I’m 
licking (nyah, nyah). | can see how you’d make the mistake, though, as both areas do 
share a postal code. Lots of love. 

F. 


Recently, my straight girlfriend and myself, a lesbian, have each started 
online dating and we are each other’s confidantes in the matter. Just so 
you understand, she’s looking for boys and I’m looking for girls. She told 
me to check out her profile and critique it. So there | was trolling through 
Lavalife pretending to be a “boy seeking girl’ to find my straight friend’s 
profile and | was stunned to find several of the women who are on 
Womanline (girl seeking girl) in this section! Some had changed their 
names but used the same photos, and some even used the same names. 
Doubly shocking was the fact that one woman | have been corresponding 
with and preparing to meet for a date is also seeking a boy—and she’s been 
representing herself to me as a lesbian! 

I’m no prude, and | have dated and had affairs with bisexual—and even 
straight married—women in the past, but somehow this has shocked me 
and | don’t know why. What should | do? Let my date know that I know 
her little secret or just be cool about it, pretend | don’t know and hope 
that if it works out she tells me? 

Thanks Freddy; ! look forward to your sage edvice! 

Anonymous 
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Dear Anonymous, 


Whoa there, | think you may be putting the cart before the horse—or at least the 
“lesbian” before the U-Haul. | don’t think that you should be too concerned with how 
she’s representing herself at this stage in the game; until you get to know her better, 
you can’t really judge how “purebred” a lezzie she is. Maybe she’s one of those bisex- 
uals, like you’ve had fun with in the past (I’ve read about ’em and do believe they 
exist). Maybe she’s just “shopping around”, the same way people do for cars, religions, 
personal trainers, etc., etc. At this point, your best bet is to move forward with your 
date, and if it comes up it comes up. Your knowledge (or lack thereof) in the matter 
is inconsequential at this juncture in your “relationship”, as you may go out a couple 
of times and discover that you’re not good together at all—so what? Or you may 
wind up rocking/licking/stroking/vibrating any thoughts of heterosexuality right out of 
her world and laughing about it all in the sticky afterglow. Proceed, Anonymous, but 
proceed with caution—for her sake and yours. 


Big Kisses, 
Freddy 


PS. I’ve actually had a similar experience, you know: | thought | was going out with 
another purebred spaniel at one point... turned out he had some German shepherd 
in him, the big liar. So we invited the shep over for a three-way... Ain’t it funny how 
things just work out sometimes? 


Write to me, Dears! 


All ietters become the property of Outlooks and are subject to editing. 


Write to: Dear Freddy, cio Outlooks I 
Box 439, Suite 100, 
1039 17th Ave. SW, Calgary, AB 
F2T OB2 


or email: editor@outlooks.ca 


A Div, of Mth Streat Holdings 
ndependantly Owned and Ssgelone 3 


Ray Todd 


Agent : 
(403) 284-6357 


Mess 
fed Pa i, w eet 


: u : veiling: re 


www.raytodd.com 


fetishwear « leather-latex » gothic. 


B&D 


emporium 


New Location! 
Now Open! 


the patio 


@ arose} 
[ CAFE’ BAR 4 


829-17Ave. SW, 
CALGARY 


Fetish In Your Face! 


1.403.265.7789 


alternative « lifestyle + books & magazines 


- payeisdo 9 paumo Ajilunwwod . saous - yund 


- Voted #1 Fetish Shop In Alberta 


‘@. 
> 
Z 
> 
> 


OH 


c FIND A : 
() BATH HOUSE, 262 - 3633 
a OR SPA 4 . | #80, 1% : (Avenue SE 
604.685.3417 ras : 2493 27 Adjpnue NE 
| www.pumpjackpub.com 2 


WWW.ORIENTALPHOENIX.COM 


The only way to make 
Good Decisions 
is with 


Good Information 


CALGARY EAGLE 


BAR & GRILL 


Rob 
» Murray |rax: 403.253.0079 


AGENT #1 E-mail: cee One eb ee 
Website: www. 


424a 8th Ave SE, 
Calgary, Alberta, Phone (403) 263-5847 


www.calgaryeagle.com 


i 
OY 


BY 


GLEN HANSON 
ard 
AWLAN NEUWIRTH 


uysmart-sellsmart.com 


——— 


ie 


MaxWell South Star Realty An independent member broker 


& 
Ve 


gee = =: 


«- AND LAST WEEK, DAN INVITED ME To AN ALZHEIMER'S] | AND GeT THiS -- 
LUNCHEON WHERE HE WAS THE GUEST SPEAKER. I'M GONNA BE 
OU, ANO ZT ALMOST FORGOT: WE WENT TO A PARTY | |DANS Quest AT His 
AT HAT HOT NAN GAR, VELVET! You WoULON'T NEXT HOME GAME, 
BAIEVE Wlto Was THERE-- ANTONIO Ano MELANIE...| | SITTING WITH... YEAH. THATIL MAKE THE 
SPIKE LEE... MADONNA... - PERFECT THREE MONTH 
ANNIVERSARY GIFT FOR 
TOUR NEW BOYFRIENP! 


OH MY Goo! AN ANTIQUE, 


PORCELAIN BABE RUTH FIGURE. 
I WAVE TO Buy THis FOR DAN !! 


SUNDAY MORNING 
At tue CHELSEA 
FLEA MARKET... 


Kee: L To. OKAY, CUNT, LZ ADMIT IT. YES, APPARENTLY TO THE 
OU -- DAN (Ss. > I WAS ATIRACTED To DAN-- | EXCLUSION oF EYERVONE 
“TOTALLY STRAIGHT. FoR ou) Ou, PEASE. HES GAY. WHY ANO EVEN FANTASIZED AGouT] ELSE iM ‘OUR LIFE. 


HE WAS UT TTIN’ ELSE WOULD MR. BASEBALL HANG] Him... BUT Now WERE r =) 


ON EVERY HOT AROUND WITH You?! BESIDES, i ‘ N GASPS UOU'RE 

WOMAN AT VELVET TELL ME 40U HAVEN'T DREAMT. Pisani: ral et fol ACUALLY JEALOUS 

THE OTHER NIGHT! THAT ONE DRUNKEN NIGHT HEL] ERieNDS, 7/KNOW, ANO I'M SPENDING MORE 

LET You BLOW HIM. JUST ENTOY SPENDING TIME WETH HIM 
TiME TOGETHER, 


HERE, HOLD THiS NIGHT, AND WELL bo OW. NO, NEXT “TUESDAY'S 
OR ME FOR SOMETHING “TOGETHER, NO Goop... DAN AND £ 
A S€c-- ARE GOING TO THE 

NYC PREMIERE OF 


Postal Code: 


E YES, | would like to 
1S subscribe to 
+ 1 Name 
z 
I Address: 
ZAM Not! x Cont |[ ALRiaHT, KicHARD. IM How “Bout NEXT TUESDAY 7 Zz 1 
CARE WHO YOU HANG || SORRY L YAVEN'T MADE WE CAN GO SEE THE NEW EXHIBIT =| 
AROUND WICH. ENOUGH TIME FOR ou AT THE DEBUEFET GALLERY, + 1 City: Drove 
LATELY. JUST NAME THE 8 [SSS ee 
8 
X\ 


I | have enclosed a cheque for $25.00 in Canada 
I 
| For $35.00 outside Canada 

"visa [] 
l or please bill my: VISA 3 


. [J OD erection Route 


I Account Number: 


ea toe _ 


] Expiry Date: / 


CHELSEABOYS. COM 


] Signature: 


Lan ears ces ee coe ae eee ee oe ee oe oe ed 
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New Heights In Nightlife 
a bird’s-eye view of the newly renovated facilities. 


GRAND ReE-OPENING 
CELEBRITIES 


out 


You Want 
Celebrities? 
You’ve Got ’Em! 
Among those on 
hand for the event 
was girl-about-town, 
Cotton (left), seen 
here with event 
planners Adrienne 
and Mark, 


THIS FEATURE 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY Kuddles With Kim 
PumpJack co-owner Vince takes a few 


moments to “get some sugar” from his 


headliner and pal, Kim Kuzma. 
GVNCS PAGEANT 
THE DUFFERIN HOTEL 


IN VANCOUVER 
604-257-5555 


You’d Better Clap—l’m Using 
Both My Diaphragms! 

I Isis performs with gusto, proving 

, the only thing more powerful than 
a god is a goddess! 


Time Out 
Candidates (from left) John, Jaylene and 
Cinderella take a breather from the Greater 


ANCOUVER 


Vancouver Native Cultural Society pageant to 
y Pag Mienia LAUNCH 


CELEBRITIES 


give the cameras some “face time”. 


STONEWALL 35TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 
VANCOUVER CITY HALL 


No, My Dear, You Have 
To Be The Fabric! 
Tim Stevenson explains the 
finer points of banner 
fluffing to councilmate Ellen 
Woodsworth. 


Grrrr And Gurl 
Mr. Grizzly, Rick, of 
the BCBears, catches 
diva Carlotta up in a 
(literal) bear hug. 
She doesn’t seem to 


Is This “Dry Clean 
_q) Only” Or Hand 

= Washable? 

Liberal MLA Lorne 
Mayencourt checks out 
the rainbow with the 
assistance of John 
Boychuk, of the VPS. 


be minding the maul, 
though... - j 


proceedings at anniversary of Stonewall. 


Vancouver City Hall. 


And Brought To You By The Letter ‘Q’ 
Jamie Lee Hamilton and Councillor Tim Stevenson take a 


paparazzi pause on the steps of city hall. 
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VANCOUVER PRIDE SOCIETY 


* vocal performance 


All About The 

Queen(s) Civic Pride 

Bill Munroe stepped His Worship The Mayor, Larry 
in to “lend a touch a ; Campbell, addresses the crowd 
of Liz” to the fie. Ay niuersa Y gathered to honour the 35th 


Kim KUZMA PERFORMANCE 
PUMPJACK PUB 


fe 


“Moves Like A ’Mo, Don’t She?” 

“You Know It!” 

Fraser (left) and Chris check out Ms Kuzma’s 
moves... looks like your work here is done, gentlemen. 


Yeah, | Like You Guys, Too! 
The inimitable Ms K. flashes a 
few pearly whites at the crowd 
during her one-night-only gig at 

Pumpjack. 


Gimme A ‘V’; 
Gimme A ‘P’; 
Gimme ... 

Jerome Mandrake 
livens up the crowd 
with a signature 


at the VPS media 
event. 


Sing Out Loud And Proud 
West End Idol runner-up Carrie 
Marie takes a little “equal time for 
the ladies” on the mic. 


Planning an event in Vancouver? 
Contact Barry ot 
(604) 685-1377 and he'll see about 
covering it in Out & About. : 
Photos By: Barry 


Us on Screen One of the 
highlights of the year is the annual 
Out On Screen Queer Film and Video 
Festival, which takes place August 5 to 
15 and features more than 200 films 


: and videos, panel discussions, forums, 
workshops and parties. Out On 

: Screen festival passes are already 
: oes available from the festival box office; 
By Pat Johnson call (604) 257-0366 or visit em online 


at www.festivalboxoffice.com. Regular tix at Little Sister’s, Tech Direct PC and 
Cinemark Tinseltown. For previews and more info check out www.outon- 
screen.com. 


++ Klondykes Unite! Thrilled to see Yukon extend equal marriage opportu- 
nities to lesbian and gay couples. This fall we'll see how the Supreme Court and the 
new minority federal government stickhandles the issue at the national level. 
Updates at www.equal-marriage.ca. 

Lezzie Smut A few days left to catch The Well of Horniness, the Screaming 
Weenie Productions version of a murder mystery. Organizers call it a “fast-paced 
cabaret of mysterious lesbians, murderous dykes and lusty dames” and ask “How 
‘much smut can we dredge up?” To find out, be at Vibes Lounge (555 Davie) before 
‘closing night August 7 (Tuesdays to Saturdays). Doors are at 7:30 p.m. with the show 
‘at 8:30. Advance tickets are $10 and available at Little Sister’s, while admission at 
‘the door is $12. Or find out more at www.screamingweenie.com. 


+ CMPN? August 7 is the grand finale of the annual Celebration of Lights 
fireworks event. (The culmination of four nights—July 28 and 31,August 4 and 7.) If 


you're in the West End, you can’t miss it... look for the drunk suburban guys urinating 
in full view. 


rt We Miss You, Andy W lf you are any kind of homosexual at all, you'll be 
dropping into the Vancouver Art Gallery before September 6 for “Andy Warhol: 
Prints and Drawings from the Warhol Museum”. The prince of pop art parodied the 
cult of consumerism and celebrity in North American culture—which, oddly enough, 
is now a parody of itself. Summer hours: daily 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. except Thursdays, 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


VY Ferron 911 Ferron. The very name sends quivers up the thighs of women 
| know. Is it a compliment to say she reminds me of the early Springsteen? The iconic 
singer makes a rare appearance, with musician Jami Sieber, at the St. James 
Community Hall, August 5. Sliding-scale tix can be had at Little Sister’s, Urban 
Empire, Women in Print. This rare treat is not to be missed. 


Happy Ever After?. A young gay man searches for true love in the big city. 
Sound familiar? See it on stage with Raving Theatre’s first full-scale production, The 
Most Happy Fag in the World, by playwright David Blue. Singing, dancing, gaity—what 
more could you want? It all takes place from August 9 to 16, at the Roundhouse. 
Tix at (where else?) Little Sister’s. Gala fundraiser benefiting the Vancouver Pride 
Society $50 Tuesday, other days $25; 8 p.m., with matinees Saturday at 2 p.m., Sunday 
5 p.m. Learn more: www.ravingtheatre.net. 
++ Fringe Forewarning Planning ahead: The Vancouver Fringe takes place 
this year from September 9 to 19. This is the 20th anniversary event. If it’s not an 
oxymoron, the Vancouver Fringe Festival has become an autumnal institution in this 
town. Details (if you need ’em) are at www.vancouverfringe.com. 


They make Outiooks possible. 


Upcoming Events: 


Through August 7th - Hamburger Mary will donate $2 from each Hotdog platter to benefit Creaming 


Weenie Productions theatre group. 


Saturday August | 4th - Emperor and Empress All Candidate Show hosted by Martin & Taylor 
Buddys in Surrey 


9pm _ by Donation - 50% of funds raised to benefit Breast Cancer Walk 


Pride Weekend - Many events partial proceeds will benefit the Vancouver Pride Society - details in next 


month's issue 


Thanks to the Vancouver Community for your support! 


To pre-promote your fundraiser or report on monies raised 
in the next issue of Outlooks Vancouver email: main@outlooks.ca 


or fax info toll free to 1-877-885-6657 


Community Chest 


Monies Raised Last Month: 


Dr. Peter Aids Foundation received the following Donations: 


* International Gay and Lesbian Travel Association $741.73 
*Wet'n'Wild Bowling League $125.00 

*Vancouver Cutting Edges Gay Hockey Club $220.60 

* Provincial Employees Community Services Fund $1,456.63 


PUMPIACK 


This Monthly Community 
Feature Brought to you by: 
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Make your home 


The House 


1 Village BEB 
110 McGill St 
Toronto 
416-351-1503 
$77-580-5015 
Linail megillbb@interlog.com 
www.mcegillbb.ca 


Celebrating a decade of exceptional service 


Come relax in our deluxe 32 jet hot tub, 


exclusively for our gay and lesbian guests! 


Clothing optional. 


AW ay 


‘ ye on McGill 


accommodating the Gay & Lesbian community 


Only the Calgary Westways Guest House! 


from HOME al 


Scent. & Smoke-Free Inn 
Open May - October 


KING GEORGE 


Inn 


Annapolis Royal, N.S. 
Victorian Charm ° Friendly Relaxed Atmosphere 
Private Decks * Jacuzzis * Honeymoon Suites 


www. kinggeorgeinn.20m.com 
Recommended by The New York Times 


Toll-Free 1-888-799-KING 


Eagle's Nest 8 &B 


Escape from the Crowds tor Adventure and World Class Wineries 
Weicome to theSunny Okanagan’s Newest, Luxurious Get Away 


Relax and Enjoy the Beautiful Views of Lake Okanagan from Our 
Private Hot Tub or Large Balcony 
CHECK US OUT AT: WWW.theeagiesnesthandb.com 
SPECIAL WEB PAGE FOR OUTLOOKS READERS! 
AT; WWW theeaglesnestbandb.com outlook. htm! 
TO RESERVE PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL AL or GARY at 
TOLL FREE: 1.866.766.9350 EMAIL;POXBADDOGGHOTMAIL.COM 


Which gay owned B&B offers 
PrideVision TV and DVD players 
in every guest room? 


Simply the best B&B in town for 
location, value & amenities. 


www.gaywestways.com 


"Alberta's first and most luxurious 


gay-owned Bed & Breakfast" 
216 - 25 Ave SW 


Toll-free 1-866-846-7038 


~RIDEAU INN~ 


177 Frank St. Just off Elgin St. 
Downtown OTTAWA 


www.rideauinn.ca 
e-mail: mcgillbb@interlog. com 
Toll-free: 1-877-580-5015 


visti 
Kelowna? 


Enjoy downtown 

convenience and 
heritage charm 3 
at 5 


ok™ YZ 


we 


7yv= 
Doyle House 


A 
< 


1 ae 


“private bathrooms 
+ air-conditioned 
*continental breakfast 


250 868-1018 795 Lawrence Avenue, Kelowna 


www.members.shaw.ca/doylehouse 
doylehouse @shaw.ca 


Bed and Breakfast 


s 6©3>-: WINNIPEG’S ONLY GAY, LESBIAN & 
STRAIGHT-FRIENDLY BED & BREAKFAST 
IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN. 


Ph: 204-797-1422 


TV + DVD * WEIGHT ROOM + CENTRAL AIR 


MEAL PLANS AVAILABLE * MUCH MORE! 


$8 Romantic Vacation $3 


Bed & Breakfast * Gay Owned 


In beautiful Niagara Fails, Ontario 
www.accom modationsniagara.com 
Call toll free to 1-866-246-6616 


Walk to the falis * Loaded with extras 
Just opened July 2004 


Enjoy The Best For Less 


Mount Royal <6 
We Offer: Bed & 4 aia 


- A charming alternative 
for the mature 
professional traveller. 


~ Full Gourmet 
Breakfasts. 


- 10 min. walk to 
Downtown & 
Stampede. 


- Cozy Fireplace or 
Private Garden 
Rooms with 
Antique Decor. o=, 

Pye ) 


Galgary, Alberta 
www. mountroyalbb.com 
403-245-9371 Yr Toll-Free 1-800-556-1436 


<a ePuerto Vallarta 


ae | 


MExico 


s. Boana Torre Malibu 


Condo Hotel / one block from GAY beach 
Arnapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta 
§ Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


"4 www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx 
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If you had everything in 
your room — you'd never make 


New Friends! 


BED & BREAKFAST 


Calgary's Favourite Gay B&B 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 
403-244-6693 
www.thefoxwood.com 


When visiting 
Ottawa, relax 
in the 


elegance of 


our beautiful ~ 


Victorian 

bed & 
breakfast 

in the heart of 


the action. 


CANADA'S FINES 


Discover the 
comfort of 
“the Inn on 282 Somerset St..W., Ottawa 

Somerset. soo) 658-3 5 ¢ 


www.innonsomerset.com 
nail: info@innonsomerset.com 


MALE HOTEL 


Guceawenp 


Across 

3) Ottawa bar devoted to leather 
and denim 
5) J-lo husband Mark or cover 
model 
6) Chelsea Boy Nathan buys a 
statue of him 
7) Time of day captured on front 
cover 
9) Biblical name or part of “Strauss 
& Co” 

11) Reviewed porn flick: In 

With 

12) Creator of Polo, RRL and other 
brands 

14) This club recently re-opened in 
Vancouver 

17) Painter featured in this month’s 
Framed: Thavonsouk 

18) MP for the riding of Vancouver- 
East 


20) Raggedy Anne’s mate or pop 


artist Warhol 

22) Acronym for the Show Me Your 
Wounds site 

23) Now-defunct nightclub in 
Winnipeg 

27) High-end designer currently in 
vogue: Roberto 

28) New Canadian lesbian 
magazine or Winnipeg nightspot 
29) Gay brother on Six Feet Under 
30) This diva is on a never-ending 
farewell tour 

31) This theatre festival is coming 
to Vancouver soon 

32) She calls X-Change a “living 
debate” 


Down 

1) Fox series dedicated to “fixing 
ugly ducklings” 

2) Framed artist's country of origin 
4) California surfers/models: Keith 
& Derek 

6) Current MP for Burnaby- 
Douglas 

8) Famous theatre in San Francisco 
10) Original society name of 
Winnipeg club: Mutual 

Society 

13) The dreaded political clause 
14) Don’t You Wish? model’s 
country of origin 


clues & words by Outlooks staff 


answers on page 27 


15) Svend Robinson's partner Max 
16) Covered with fine silicon 
granules or current Don’t You 
Wish? 

19) Calgary company producing 
Marriage Go Round 

21) Legendary talk show host or 
Queer Eye's Kressley 

24) The A in PE.l’s ARC 

25) ARC's founding female co-chair 
Nola 

26) Webutante found a site 
dedicated to the third of this body 
part 


Gay & Lesbian Community Services Association 


42 ROOM HOTEL 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
PRIVATE BATHROOMS 
TELEVISION . VIDEOS 
BOUTIQUE . TELEPHONES 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 


SAUNA . STEAM 
JACUZZI 

COMMUNAL SHOWERS 
ROOFTOP TERRACE 
BAR . GARDEN . PATIO 


education 


Between Men 


Between Men a group providing peer support, healthy sexuality 
education for gay, bisexual, and questioning individuals is held 
every Monday from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. at Money Pennies. 


resource 


support 


networking 


403.234.8973 
#206, 223-12 Ave SW . Calgary AB . T2R 0G9 
www.gicsa.org 
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LALLIER fe tile “Fosse ganiaainta sae Stell FBZ concorvia 
www.auxberges.ca 


AUB DE RG ED OrNC DE VoL LEN. Ce. 
1070, RUE MACKAY, MONTREAL_H3G 2H1_ (514) 938-9393 (800) 668-6253 


100 - Employment 
office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
suites for rent 202 
shared accommodations 
203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations 
wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 
office space for rent 207 
Real Estate Agent 208 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and artworks 
303 
computers 304 
general and miscella- 
neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 


OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


400 - Personals 
massage 401 
friends 402 
models 403 
dating services 404 
announcements 405 
phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 
personal services 409 
personal growth 410 
Escorts ’ 411 
Erotic Body Massage 412 
women’s services 


birthdays 
anniversary 
obituary 

in memoriam 
notices 
general 

lost & found 
services 


weddings 


600 - Travel 
accommodations 601 
travel Alberta 602 
travel BC 603 
camping 604 
travel international 605 
general 606 


700- Business 
services 701 
business opportunity 702 
computer rental 703 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the SG the number you 
wish to reply to, Outlooks will forwari 


OUTLOEQKS 


ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 


CHEQUES/MONEY ORDERS 


Diners Club 
International 


renRoute 


Please place my ad in Category # 


Please add the following headline to my ad 


to the advertiser. 


105 
work wanted 


ALLOA oa IAAI IIASA 


Bookkeeping Services 
Looking for a freelance 
bookkeeper? 

I am experienced with Quickbooks/s 
for small businesses and entre- 
peneurs. Can be at your office or 

mine in Calgary. 
Call (403) 228-5703 


ITAA ATLA TI ALAA ATA AT ATTA) 
help wanted 


Arthur Murray Dance Studio 
Edmonton. Looking to train two men 
and two women to be dance instructors. 
No Experience Necessary. Good 
Personality a must! ! (780) 488-7722 


202 


suites for rent 


Surrey Village Tower 
Beautiful concrete hi-rise. Excellent 
location, close to shopping malls, parks 
and skytrain. Beautiful suites, gorgeous 
views and sunsets. Studios, one & two 
bedrooms. Whirlpool, sauna, tennis. 
Please call to arrange a viewing. 
(604) 589-3930 or (604) 589-3960. 


203 
shared 
accommodations 


Male looking for roommate to share 
executive style downtown townhouse: 
includes private bathroom/shower, 
phone/long distance, cable, internet and 
laundry. $400.00 Rob (403) 451-9193 


Marda Loop. Male to share large 
house on bus route. $385.00 per month. 
Must like dogs. Phone (403) 244-2993 


204 
accommodation 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
| Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 


|222-0999. 
boana@pvnet.com,mx 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 


www.boana.net 
One block 


conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 
daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
ei $40 - $100 per night 


m 11” Street 
Lodging 


| Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES. 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 7 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-011 


D: // WWW.HISTREET. COM 


305 
general sales 


Now in our 25 year & 
Back Downtown 


Rent: VHS or DVD 
$4.00 each or 3 for $10.00 
4 Nite Rentals 
Aromas * Toys * Magazines 


ADULT DEPOT 


Downtown South 
524 6th Ave. S.E. 626 - 58 Ave. S.E. 
(403) 264-7399 (403) 258-2777 

Online at www.adultdepotstor 


\NBOW PRig 


eee CENTRE 
2nd Floor 

1229 - 16 Ave SW, Calgary 
(403) 266-5685 rpride@telus.net 
v Adult Videos and Toys 
y Aromas - from $12.95 
v Lubes - over 15 varieties 
¥ Unique Greeting Cards 
v Magazines and Posters 
v Pride Jewelry & Gifts, CDs 


Mon - Sat: 11 am to 10 pm 
Sun & Holidays: 12 noon to 6 pm 


Meet that special 
someone... take outa 


classified ad in 
Outlooks 


RDS - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


FIRST 25 WO 


Best Video and DVD for pees 
sale and rent! New : 
releases and hard to find ff 
classics. 


EXPRESS 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 


401 
calgary massage 


STOP THE PAIN! 
Certified massage therapists are 
ready to break the pain cycle in your 
sore, overworked muscles. 
John Estabrooks RMT 
403-803-1594 - Ki essentials yoga. 
Michael Wolff RMT 
403-680-0533 Mobile 


Put yourself in good hands. Professional 
Calgary masseur offers a complete full body 
massage, By apt. (403) 512-2223 


401 


vancouver massage 


Poeeseecessocvesecesoeseceoeeee 


“Better Than Sex (TM)” 


men purr: nurturing sensuous full- 
body Tantric massage by California- 
certified connoisseur of touch. 
Individual sessions, lessons, 
workshops 604-682-3269 Ext. 9466 
www.growinghealthier.com 


Visa / MC 


Pe oeccceecesooeveeeseseseoeseses 


402 
friends 


Coeoeeeecccosccsecoces 
Peeve ccessecescees 


LOVELY AFRICAN GAY 
born 27 years, very lonely seeking for 
a genuine gay partner for a lasting 

friendship, write and let us meet. Age 
not important. AB Allwell, P.O. Box 
137, Sunyani B/A/R, Ghana W/A 


I am Ghanaian gay guy, attractive, 
honest, caring, handsome and reliable. 
Seeks a well-endowed, matured, open- 
minded and honey men for an effective 
genuine correspondant. If you are inter- 
ested, send photos, email, full address 

and telephone number to: 

Alexander Whyte, P.O. Box 2146 

Sunyani B/A, Ghana W/A 


HONEST IN CALGARY!!! 
Really nice 42 yr old, slim, nice 
looking, passionate, sensitive, top guy, 


looking for other guys for friendship and maybe 
more. Brn hair, moustache, slim 5’7” 145 Ibs, 
stable, super open-minded, discreet. No bullshit, 
just looking for other nice guys. You won’t be 
dissappointed! All answered. Reply #0700 


YOU NEED A MASTER 

Experience Roman-style slavery in the 21st 
century! Experienced Master, strong B/D 
interest, located near Vancouver, has opening for 
youthful live-in slave under 35 who will accom- 
pany Master on North American and Overseas 
travels. Also accepting part-time visitors 
exploring future possibilities. No e-mail. reply 
#1011. 


Good looking, 26 years African guy, submis- 
sive, passive bottom, non scene versatile in bed, 
understanding and easy-going. Seek mature, 
honest, understanding, active gay man who is 
caring, non-judgmental and for serious long term 
relationship. Who wish can write to share 
holidays. No games please. Reply to: 

Christian K. Gemadzi Postal Box 1102 
Suyani-B/A Ghana-W/A 


Attractive gay born 28 years, very active. 
Seeking a genuine gay partner to build a strong 
lasting friendship, leading to a possible meeting. 
All ages are welcome. Attah Benedict - PO Box 
181 Sunyani B/A/R Ghana W/ Africa 


A hansome 24 years Ghanian Gay Guy. 
Sincere, healthy, good looking and faithful. 
Searching for white gay-guy who is faithful, 
understanding and ramantic for a long term 
relationship with possible meeting. Any age or 
race. Write to: James Gyeabour P.O. Box 315 
Sunyani B/A Ghana W/A Email: 
yawmusah@yahoo.com 


SUMMERS COMING! 
ARE YOU? 

Best straight male friends advice: get laid and 
enjoy life - GWM, 29, 5°4” 170|bs, professional 
employed, looking for under 35 year old male. 
I’m looking for.a level headed, well rounded 
male who enjoys the outdoors and getting laid 
quite frequently in Calgary. Reply # 0501 


Spain 

We are a middle-aged gay couple, from the 
north of Spain at the Basqueland. We look for 
friendship and exchange hospitality, travelling 
Holidays together, with people of good feelings 
and level like we are. In english or espanol. 
F.G, Apartado 1139, 48080 BILBAO, Spain, 
Europe. 


Looking For A Serious Lover 

Nice looking, sexy, tall, black chocolate guy 
good hearted with wicked fleshy chocolate body, 
27 years, non-smoker and very comitted looking 
for serious guy to meet soon for permanent 
relationship. Age, looks unimportant, good heart 
welcome, must be fee from all disease. Write to: 
Maxwell Gyau P.O. Box 3 Odomase-Syi. B/A 
Region Ghana, West Africa. 


CURRENT DEADLINE: August 23rd, 2004 


Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 


All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


($10.00 extra): First 25 Words: $20.00 | 
EE | Ee | Se Sa. Se ae 

NAME: —__ 4 p : $10.00 

CITY: Headline: $10.00 

omer rs EXETER | ES | | |e ee | 

DAY PHONE: Border Around Ad: $15.00 

foie Soe Reply Number Forwarding: | 

VERIFIED SUBTOTAL per month: 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE [ais Sa] eee ar «| ae an FREQUENCY: 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 6 Issues: SUBTRACT 15% 

cut ae thee cis MES [aie | [pee [aI [| eee oe 

EXPIRY DATE: ADD 7% GST: : ' 

SIGNATURE: Ee | | ES a | Poe | 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


404 


dating services 


GAY/LESBIAN INTERNET 
DATING 
At the CSC website, heteros cannot 
see any same-sex profiles. A required 
photo and photocopy of DL, keep out 
undesirables. www.cscdating.com 
or info@ecscdating.com 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. 
Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


Local: Live - Now 
Calgary 403-355-2222 
Vancouver 

604-257-5555 

Edmonton 

780-409-3333 

Toronto 

416-915-4545 


Call Toll FREE 1-800-777-8000 


FREE 
TRIAL 
Code: 3901 


1-900-451-3800 (ss 25/min) 18 www.InteractiveMale.com 


announcements 


LESBIAN MOTHERS: I NEED 
YOUR HELP 
I am Fiona Nelson, author of Lesbian 
Motherhood: an exploration of 
Canadian Lesbian Families, and | am 
asking lesbian mothers to complete a 
questionnaire that will help me design 
future research with children of lesbian 
families. Anyone who identifies 
as a lesbian mother is welcome 
to participate. 

To participate, or for more 
information about me or the project, 
please contact me at: 

E-mail: nelsonf@ucalgary.ca 
Phone: 1-403-542-6077 (please leave 
a message and I will call you back.) 


407 
general personals 


immigration is 
for lovers! 


Join our fast-growing family of delighted 
gay and lesbian couples & Professionals. 


We have one of the highest success rates & 
friendly expert staff. We offer full Immigration & 
Citizenship services: 


© Family Sponsorship 
© Permanent Resident 
Applications 
© Work and Study Permits 
¢ Visa Extensions 
© Refugee Claims 
* Business, Entrepreneur, 
Investor 
© Refugee Claims 
© Self Employed 
Canada protects the rights 
of lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgenders, 
same-sex couples, and provides universal health 
care 


Not sure if you qualify? 
Call us today for a free assessment! 


FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES 
“We help make Canada 

your home” 


416-651-8889 


info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 


§38 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, ON M6C 1A4 


Members of Canadian Society of 
Immigration Consultants & OPIC 


In Calgary Once Per Month 
Sexy, smooth-chested, muscular 
escort. Attention-getting good 
looks and hard in all the right places. 
Friendly, versatile, fantastic kisser 
and available for travel. 28 years old, 
6’, |75lbs, 42” chest, 32” waist, 15” 
arms, 7”X5”, unbelievable butt! 

1-604-8 | 3-2323 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 
TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 


www.nlightsbnb.com 
email nlight69@hotmail.com 


Calgary's Favorite Gay B&B 


www.thefoxwood.com 


Great House, A 
Great Location, the URL 
Great wee FT OXWOOL/ 


“BED & BREAKFAST | 


Proudly Support 
ARGRA, Apollo. Calgary Men's Chorus. 
Pride Calgary and of course Outlooks 


TRAVELLING TO TORONTO 
ON BUSINESS? 
Treat yourself to luxury and service at 


Cawthra Square BaB 
1-800-259-5474 
www.sleepwithfriends.com 


Buy, Sell or Trade 
Take out a classified 
ad in 
Outlooks 


yo t ~ 7") “ge 
Eagle's NestB} &B 
kelowna, b.c. 
Escape from the Crowds for Adventure and World Class Wineries 
Weicome to the Sunny Okanagan’s Newest, Luxurious Get Away 
Relax and Enjoy the Beautiful Views of Lake Okanagan from Our 
Private Hot Tud or Large Balcony 
CHECK US OUT AT; WWW. theeaglesnestbandb.com 
SPECIAL WES PAGE FOR OUTLOOKS READERS! 
AT; WWW.theeaglosnestbandb.comoutiook.html 
TO RESERVE PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL AL or GARY at 
TOLL FREE: 1,866,766.9350 EMA: PDXBADDOGHHOTMAIL.COM 


Crossword solution... 
Puzzle on page 25 


a 


mene pues 
_HEOEEEEEE 


607 
travel agencies 


reO ROCKET Travel 


redrocket@uniserve.com BC Reg. #22804 


www.redrockettravel.ca 


+4i1, 1033 Davie Street 
Phone: 604-669-3321 
Toll-Free 1-888-700-4083 


a 


IM hs — ne gf — SL 


toll free 1-877-282-2011 


the telequide to the Gay & Lewmibfler: Caonrverrurnfrtzy 


CALGARY 

Community Groups 

Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT...............- 3000 
Buck Naked Boys Club 7 

Camp 181- Women's Social Group 

Children Need Support Too.. 

Gay Teachers and Friends... 

GLCSA... 
Integrity.. 
Men's Project... 

Metropolitan Community Church.. 
Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation. 
FRAO CAG A YVoirosapeeensc ooces oe == axeve ones ss 
Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club. 
SHARP Foundation 

Speak Sebastian 

Stepping Out................. 

The Verge 
AIDS Calgary. : 
Prime Timers Calgary......... nea 


CALGARY 


Businesses 

11 St Lodging... . 
Rainbow Destinations... 
Money-Pennies 
Randy Harris, Clinical Social Worker... 
The Calgary Eagle... 

Conference Centre at Country Gardens. 
Enstasy Counselling Services. 


EDMONTON 


Community Groups 


Kairos House 
Men's Support Group... 
Outreach (U of A) 


Outlooks presents 


Stepping Out 
Xtension 2400 


Canada’s only gay dinner club. 


Enstasy Counselling Services 
Xtension 2442 


The Edmonton Vocal welsh 
Curling with pride.. P 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Cosmetics by Karen...........- A 
TG IElY: Baliensses tenons 


LETHBRIDGE 


AIDS Connection Society.. 


Sponsored by 
Out. KS 


Calgary:(403) 777-9494 
Edmonton:(780) 413-7122 


Calgary Eagle 
Xtension 2451 


GLCSA 
Xtension 2052 


Gay Teachers and Friends 
Xtension 2019 
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a whole new career path to success. 


in Bed With After their brief introductions, Josh and Chris 
. share memories about the movie Deep South, in 
From: Unzipped Video which they both had major roles but no scenes 
together. On this set, with both looking sexy clad in 
their leather and denim, they finally consummate a 
relationship that started a long time. Chris now 
focuses his talents as a writer and director, but can 
still prove his equipment is equally impressive in 
front of the camera. He is not fazed by Josh’s ten 
inches, as he “seen it all before”, and manages to get 
it on with the studly man who had eluded him to 
date. 


Rooms Include 
* Hair Drvens 

* Coffee Makers 

+ Irons & Ironing Boards 
+ Free Laval Phone Calls 
* Morning Newspaper 

* Free High Speed 
Wireless Internet Access 


After every other pair of hunky men has told 
their story, In Bed With builds to a climax with Johnny 
Hazzard and Collin O'Neal. In this vignette, we learn 
that Johnny woke up one morning and thought being 

- a porn star would be fun and lucrative, so he called 
an old friend in the business who made it all happen. 
Collin then shares his stories of sexy adventures in 
Egypt and how he ended up in the same bed as 
Johnny. After reminiscing, it takes no time for sparks 

Featuring: Josh Weston, Marcus Allen, Tod Parker, to ignite, and these two perfect, muscular men prove 
Johnny Hazzard, Chris Steele, Tag Adams, Jason they were made for each other. 


Other Hotel Features 


Ridge, Collin O’Neal ‘ ; . ; +A Fitness Room 
If you're curious—or even a bit envious—about eDiy Sauna 
Running Time: 105 minutes the real men behind the “magic” in the porn industry, + Two Lie Bars 
+A Great Restaurent 


This movie brings together eight of today’s gay then these eight “naturals” will reveal some of their 
adult video stars to tell the stories of how they made —_ best secrets and much more. This DVD also contains 
their start in the business. They reminisce about some fun behind-the-scenes shots and sexy outtakes 
their early days, the movies they have starred in for extra viewing pleasure. 
together and, of course, seduced one another in. 


+ Room Service 
+ Vater & Coin Laundry 
+ Pay Per View Movies 

+dn Room Video Games 


Chris Steele explains how it all began when he Review Sponsored by Express Video 
was a gay bar manager in Texas and the local gay #202 - 11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
agazine asked him to be ‘on their cover. |] Brough (780) 482-7480 Email: 1755 Davie Street, Vancouver, BC V6G 1W5 
this exposure he was noticed by adult movie exec.express@shaw.ca Phone: 604.682.1831 ¢ Fax: 604.682.3546 


producers and the rest, as they say, is history. Toll Free: 1.800.661.7887 


Web: www.rpbhoteis.com 


RATING: ourT oF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


Josh Weston moved to San Francisco from Enjoy the Bayside 


Nevada and settled in a neighbourhood near the MUSIC: took Email: sands @rpbhotels.com Lounge, Vancouvert 
renowned Nob Hill Theater. As a frequent patron of ~= BODIES: tdtictdtok Member of GLBA A os so? 
the infamous establishment, Josh was often mistaken é lh dete 
for one of the dancers by many of the other patrons. aie SORNE SS Proud Sponsor of WESA eee oe 
One night he decided to take a chance, so he eleSeiel Member of IGLTA sports bar, Checkers 


mounted the stage, stripped and began a journey on STORY: + Bar & Grilt 


Do you want a relationship based on 


LOVE AND RESPECT 
ee On | 
FEAR AND OBLIGATION? 


Who seems in control in your relationship? 
Who seems to make most of the decisions? 
Who gets their way most of the time? 
Who has changed most in response to the 
other person's needs? 

Domestic Violence doesn't always include 
physical abuse! 
Get help before it does! 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 

Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 

Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 


Look for our Annual Survey on Gay LO ey ee 


Male Domestic Violence at: 
Pride Fair - June 6, 2004 
ARGRA Rodeo - July 2-4, 2004 


PRICES! 


? 
Do you know how to help? LIMITED TIME OFFER 


Crisis Lines: 
Men's Line (403) 266-4357 
The Distress Centre: 

Christopher Mcintosh (403) 266-1601 ext. 3006 
Domestic Conflict Unit (Police): 

Christina Rivard (403) 206-8338 
Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse 
(CCASA) (403) 237-5888 
Shelter: 

Wheatlands Community 

Crisis Shelter (403) 934-6634 
V.I.G.G.R. Working Community: 

Jane M. Oxenbury, M.Ed., ie (403) 255-7004 
Sponsored in part by: 


bien, 
OUTLOOKS 


NOW COOL’ 


Mibenwvrun 11745 Jasper Ave 
aan DATION Edmonton 
This public Soles message brought to you by: 7 VISIT (780) 451 5554 10:30 & 12:30 
OutTti¢ I MANDATORY -SUNcay, ee peomber 5 
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Gays, gashes and games 


By Sheldon Cooke 
Talk the talk: Finding chat amid the blah blah blah 


I'm sure most of us are familiar with the current favourite for gay chat, gay.com. As 
of late, it seems that it is overrun with spam-bots and porn-bots, enticing us to buy their 
Viagra or come see their Web cam in fractured English. Let’s also not forget the chat 
rooms, filled to the brim with people who aren’t saying a word. 


So what now? Is there a place left for gay people to, well, chat? 


Breaking away from the reliability of the gay.com chat rooms (because there are 
people in them, even at 4 a.m.) may be difficult, but if you’re having trouble finding like- 
minded people who actually do choose to chat, you might wish to venture forth. 


Out In Canada (www.outincanada.com) is a great site for getting your feet wet. 
It’s a non-profit site, so there are no advertisements, and despite the lack of commer- 
cialism it’s still very slick, with more customizability than | really had time to figure out. 
One perk to this site is that explicit invitations for sex in your profile aren't 
permitted—clearing out those who are really just in it to ask you all sorts of inappro- 
priate questions about the state of your nakedness or to invite you over for an evening 
of canasta and bondage. 


Out In Canada is also a zero-exploitation enterprise, meaning that it’s not set up to 
take a profit out of the community, but contribute something back into it. The downfall? 
you get a twenty-eight-day free trial, then you're required to buy more time with a 
credit card. However, those twenty-eight days will give you plenty of time to access 
almost all of its features, certainly enough to decide if it’s the right choice for you. It’s 
a very in-depth site, with many chat options and discussion boards, leaving you plenty 
of chat options. Oh—and Out In Canada’s online support is excellent: within five 
minutes of sign up, |! was very. pleasantly surprised to _ receive 
a “newbies” guide to using their services, which saved me from hunting around on the 
website and trying to figure out how to use it. 


Another patriotically homosexual site is www.gaycanada.com, which has been 
around for quite some time; however, it hasn’t quite got the following that its larger, 
international competitor does. It’s completely free, mind you, and offers a fair bit of 
bang for no bucks. You get your staples: e-mail, a profile, a photo gallery, profile search, 
a discussion board, a chat room. Most people tend to skip right by the chat rooms and 
go straight into the ‘qMessenger’, a nifty gadget that shows you who's online, in more 
of an instant message environment (as opposed to a real time chat). As an added bonus, 
if you go offline the qMessenger actually keeps everything people were sending to you, 
so that you can reply quickly once you get back online. Even if the chat doesn’t work 
for you, the personals and the discussion boards are very popular. But what may keep 
you returning may not be any of the above, but the rather well researched and fairly 
current GLBT directory for Canada. If you're looking for information on businesses 
and services for the queer community anywhere in Canada, you're going to find it here. 


It’s been often been expressed to me that some of the larger sites don’t really cater 
well to everyone... but let’s face it, one site cannot be all things to all people and do 
everything for everyone. That’s why there are sites that cater specifically to audiences 
outside of the ‘mainstream’ culture. Granted, the content may drift toward more sexual 
topics, but it’s also great to be able to chat with people you're looking to meet, 
especially if conversational ability is a plus in a future mate. A great example is 
www.bear.net, an online cyber forum and chat space for the hirsute male and his 
admirers. It’s a free site (but you’re welcome to donate if you find it useful) that exudes 
community—even displaying their members celebrating birthdays that day on the front 
page. E-cards, screen savers, chat rooms, personals and horoscopes round out this chat 
room, provide plenty of reasons to come back regularly. 


So if you’re bored by the conventional offerings, break out and try a few new places. 
Who knows what you might find? 


Verdict by Google: According to the wonderful database that is also now a verb 
(www.google.ca), Martha should have known her verdict: “Martha Stewart is guilty” 
brings back 118,000 hits, while swapping in the word ‘innocent’ brings back a mere 
59,000. Is Google the next Judge Judy? 


World Wide Weird: The Internet is a sick, sick place. So sick, that I’m tempted not 
to show you to this month’s pick as the weirdest site I’ve seen this month. It’s like a 
train wreck—or reality TV—you've just gotta watch. This site is not for the squeamish: 
www.smyw.com. What does that stand for? Send Me Your Wounds. The webmaster 
of this site solicits pictures of bodily injuries and displays them here for all to see. 


Now, while this might sound (ahem) lovely, | must stress that it really is far worse that 
you could ever imagine. 


| was serious when | said it was like a train wreck, as there are things on there that 
I've never seen before in my life. Not being sure what to expect, the first picture | 
clicked on was of a reattached limb. Then followed a guy’s face after being slashed with 
a beer bottle. The next, a photo of what could be the world’s smallest penis. After that, 
a picture of Rasputin’s penis in a jar on display in a museum. A penis caught in a mouse 
trap. (That one made me scream.) Are you sensing a trend here? 


The kicker is that people don’t just send in other people’s pictures, they send in their 
own... sometimes with explanations. My favourite? The guy who scratched a huge hole 
(over three inches in diameter) through his skin. Because of a mosquito bite. 


And yet, | couldn’t help but look at just one more picture... 


More Google Fun: Ever been caught ego- 
surfing? It’s the act of typing your own name into 
Google and seeing how many hits you get. Not that 
I’ve done that, or anything. | just heard about it. 
Really. 


Most bizarre support group’ website: 


http://www.ugcs.caltech.edu/~wenz/—the 
Third Nipple Support Group. Talk about being 


superfluous. 


Hotce the presence of af 
key nipple assibater 


Curing boredom without resorting to a crime spree: Bored? It’s surprising 
how often people turn to the Internet these days for entertainment. My favourite thing 
to do when killing time is to waste my time playing online games 


My favourite site has to be www.pogo.com, as they have very innovative games, 
some of which you can even buy to download and play on any PC. Not only that, but 
you can compete for cash prizes on some of the games, depending on your perform- 
ance. 


One addictive offering is Word Whomp... some of you may recognize that game, it’s 
been a staple for Web gaming addicts for a couple of years now. For those of you who 
haven’t had a chance to participate, you'll need to think back to the games you play at 
a carnival—specifically Whack-A-Mole. In this version, rodents pop out of a hole 
bearing a letter. By whacking them on the head, you can spell words and get points. 
However, you’ve only got a few seconds to get as many of the possible derivatives of 
the letters given to you. To torture you further, it shows you how many possible combi- 
nations there are, and fills each word in as you find it. There’s no worse feeling than 
the one you experience when the time is ticking down to zero and you can’t find the 
four-letter word that the game tells you you've missed. Actually, | can think of many 
four-letter words, but none of them are probably ever appropriate. 


After a while, | do get tired of slapping around moles, but there’s plenty to do on 
Pogo to interest anyone. If you love a good gamble, there’s a freebie casino that doesn’t 
cost you anything to play—which is a bonus for me, because they have those video 
poker games that | like so much but can’t play worth a damn. 


Sports addict? Video game maker Electronic Arts sponsors a sports games section, 
including selections based on their major platform titles. There’s a broad selection of 
puzzle games (more than enough to sink a few hours into) and word puzzles, and 
there’s a selection of “classics” as well (chess, checkers, euchre, hearts, cribbage, 
solitaire). And you don’t have to clean up the pieces or shuffle cards. Always a bonus, 
in my opinion. W 


Sheldon Cooke was a geek long before anyone ever heard of “dotcom”. He is rapidly 
approaching thirty, lives in Calgary, and can be found online at www.homotextual.org 


MODELS 


WANTED 


Think you've got what we want? 
We are currently seeking models for 
future covers and Don't You Wish? 


E-mail a snapshot along with your 
stats and contact information to: 
main@outlooks.ca 
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~GLBT 
24/7 


BRING YOUR PRIDE HOME 


ISION TV 


OUTSIDE THE BOX 


CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE/SATELLITE PROVIDER TODAY AND SUBSCRIBE 
1-877-PRIDE TV www.pridevisiontv.com 


HOT MALE CHAT * UNCENSORED. FROTLGegSTORIES * TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


403.777.9494 


* FREE trial: Enter code 3205 
Calgary: 1.900.451.8434 (75 min/$24%) 
Areas: Call customer service for info 


Memberships can be purchased discreetly at With the Times or any Western Union outlet. For further paymer 
options or other inquiries, please call our 24 hour customer service information toll-free at 1. 877. 882, 2005 


Edmonton 780.413.7122 * Saskatoon 306.667.6111 * Regina 306.566.8111 * Vancouver 604.639.0606 * Victoria 250.414.4 


Proud - Cruiseline is a not-for-profit company. For further information or to see what we are sponsoring in your community, check out our website at www.cruiseline.ca, 


ocal: Live- Now 


Vancouver 
604-257-5555 


Victoria 
250-220-1000 
Calgary 
403-355-2222 


Saskatoon 
306-374-8181 


Toronto 
416-915-4545 


Edmonton 
780-409-3333 
Winnipeg 
204-480-0100 
Regina 
306-347-0000 


Hamilton 
905-297 4545 


Ottawa 
613-321-1000 


Call Toll FREE 
-800-777-8000 


